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He remarked, in explanation, that he believed 
that the information which would result from the 
inquiry he proposed would be very useful in assist- 
ing the legislation of Congress. It was known 
that the frequent oceurrence of indian hostilities in 
the territories of the United States, and upon their 
porders, had for many years past made it 
necessary for the Government to maintaina milita 
force to suppress these hostilities, and punis 
those engaged in them. This information as to 
names of these tribes and their respective numbers, 
would be valuable in enabling them to legislate 
more judiciously in reference to the military force 
necessary to the suppression and punishment of 
those hostilities. 

In addition to this, it would: certainly be very 
agreeable, and very desirable to the House to 
know something of the condition of this class of 
our population. We found them originally in 
great numbers; they were now very rapidly di- 
minishing. It was due to them as well as to our- 
selves, and to the cause of humanity, that we 
should take some account of them. 

Mr. HARALSON was understood to inquire if 
it would not be neceasary to accomplish this ob- 
ject to send military forces with the marshals who 
attempted to take the enumeration? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Not at all. I do not 
propose any impossibility. As a western man, 
who have lived upon the frontier, | know that this 
information might be obtained -—— 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Allow me 
to ask whether the Indians will answer if they 
have constitutional scruples about it? [Laughter.] 

Mr. McCLERNAND repeated, that it was prac- 
ticable to obtain the information, and proceeded 
further to remark, that the information would be 
very interesting in connection with the territorial 
question. Congress was called upon to give ter- 
ritorial governments, to the Territories of Utah and 
New Mexico: one of the most urgent reasons 
for doing so was to protect the inhabitants from 
the hostilities of the Indians. This information 
would be valuable as tending to shed light upon 
this subject. 

Mr. STRONG inquired if the amendment of 
the gentleman embraced the Indians in those ter- 
rilories which were not organized? 

Mr. McCLERNAND replied that it applied 
only to the organized Territories, 

The hammer here fell. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. SIBLEY, in accordance with his notice of 
yesterday, moved to amend by striking out, from 
the 18th to the 20th lines, the words ‘‘also, at 
the discretion of said Secretary, any part or alt 
the statistics of the territories except those of 
population.”” 

He said he saw no good reason why the people 
of the territories should not have the same statis- 
tics collected as the people of the States. He 
hoped there would be no objection on the part of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuompe- 
“ond who reported this bill, to striking out these 
words, 


Mr. THOMPSON was understood to say that 
the manufacturing and agricultural establishments 
in the territories were very small, and that the 
Statistics concerning them had never been taken in 
any previous census bill. 

r. SIBLEY said the agricultural productions 
of the te ritories were quite as large as those of 
some of the States, and he knew no reason wh 
they should notbegiven. It would involve very 
little expente. He hoped the amendment would 
prevail. 

The five minutes here expired. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, however, 
by the indulgence of the committee, explained 
that the bill presire that the Secretary of the 
Interior could dispense with the statistics of the 
territories or take them, at lis discretion. That 
was just asit ought to be. He saw no necessity 
for the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 
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Mr. MILLSON moved to strike out, in the tenth 
line, the words “‘ and in the tables annexed.”’ 

Mr. MILLSON said, that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Tnuompson] had endeavored 
to sustain the right of the Government to make 
the inquiries, and collect the information provided 
for in the bill reported by him, by saying that 
similar provisions .in the census bills of 1810 and 
1820 had been sarctioned by Mr, Madison and Mr. 
Monroe. He had inquired ifhe (Mr. M.) was aware 
of this fact, and had assumed, that if he had been, 
he would not have expressed any doubts of the 
constitutional power. Now he would say to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, that he (Mr. M.) 
was not uninformed as to the provisions of those 
bills, and he could at the time have replied to the 
inquiry addressed to him, believing that he remem- 
bered the provisions of these bills with sufficient 
accuracy to enable him to correct the erroneous 
impressions of the gentleman; but‘he preferred to 
fortify his recollection by the production of the laws 
themselves. He had them now before him, and 
he would say to his friend from Pennsylvania, that 
there was nothing in either of them at all opposed 
to the views he (Mr. M.) had expressed. 
gentleman would find, on referring to them, that 
there was nothing in these laws which subjected 
any person to any fine or penalty for refusing to 
answer any inquiry, or which, indeed, subjected 
them to any inquiry at all, upon any other sub- 
ject than the census of the inhabitants. Now as 
to the returns which the marshals were required 
to make of the manufacturing establishments, the 


gentleman would find that there was no provision || 


in those laws subjecting the people to any penalty 


for refusing to give information upon’such subjects. || 


The marshals were simply directed to take an 
account of the manufacturing establishments 
within their districts; this they could do without 


subjecting the people to inquisition; and whether || 


they could or not, certainly no authority was 
given to compel such information. Now he (Mr. 
M.) did not doubt, that the Government might 
require returns to be made by its agents in many 
cases, and it very frequently did so, without com- 

laint from any quarter. But what he (Mr. M.) 


had protested against, was the right of the Gov- || 


ernment to compel the citizens of the United 
States, by the infliction of fines and penalties, 
to give to the census-takers information respecting 
their private and domestic concerns. 


such a doetrine as this, by approving the bills 
in question; for these very bills, while they.im- 
posed fines for refusing to answer questions in 
reference to the census of the inhabitants, which 
was a constitutional object, omitted to impose a 
penalty for refusing to give any other inform- 
ation. ; 

Mr. M. withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MORSE observed, that if the friends of the 
bill had no further amendment to offer to the first 
section, he would then move to strike out the en- 
tire section; and as that was equivalent to the final 
rejection of the bill, that it would be in order to 
discuss it upon its merits. Mr. M. said he could 
not in the dve minutes alloted, argue the consti- 
tutional question; but there was one 4 
upon us by the Constitution, about w 
was no dispute. The Constitution imposed upon 


imposed 


us the duty of taking the enumeration of the in- |; 
habitants once in ten years. He would not endeavor 


to follow or weaken the luminous argument of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Stepuens;} but this 
be would say, that entertaining constitutional ob- 
Jections to this system of espionage embraced in 
the hundred questions required to be answerad, he 
would vote against it. If the Constitution was to 
be violated, he preferred to violate it by an act of 
omission, rather than of commission; and if the 
friends of this bill thiak, that becuuse the duty is 
imposed upon us to take a census, that we can be 
brought to vote for all manner of idle and ridicu- 
lous and unconstitutional matters, they were greatly 
mistaken. 
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And the || 
gentleman from Pennsylvania would find that || 
neither Madison nor Monroe had ever sanctioned || 


ich .there }| 


He did not doubt that Congress had power to || going to make? 


; 
| lay taxes on many of the objects enumerated, and 
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| of course had the right to have them enumerated; 
| but in this case it was not pretended that the ob- 
| ject of the enumeration was for the purpose of 
| taxing them. 
| When the Constitution gave a power, all the in- 
| cidental power proper and necessary to carry the 
| main power into effect was also granted; nor would 
| he go so far as to say, that the incidental power 
| might not be exercised without the exercise of the 
main power—as the right to build forts, fortifica- 
tions, &c., might be constitutionally exercised with- 
out going to war, which was the main power, but 
the distinction was this—(and the gentleman had 
| argued as if before a court of justice. Now, no one 
doubts that a court would hold any of these inci- 
| dental powers constitutional, because they were 
| necessary and proper, but every man had a tribu- 
nal in his own bosom)—if this information was 
wanted for the purpose of exercising the taxing 
| power; it is constitutional; if not, it is a mere 
| pretext. Could you build a fortification where it 
was not necessary and proper, to give balls in, 
| whether in time of peace or war? 
| The Chairman’s hammer fell. 
| Mr. MORSE withdrew the amendment. 
| Mr. FITCH moved to amend the first section 
| of the bill, in the tenth line, after the words * and 
| in the tables annexed,”’ by adding the following 
words, * and all in Pennsylvania—how much per 
| cent. protection is nee to buy the manufac- 
| turing interests of that State for the support of a 
| tariff.’ 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, raised the 
| question of order on the amendment. 
Mr. FITCH said, he presumed that it would 
| be in order for him to submit any remarks which 
| went to explain the amendment. The explana- 
| tion he intended to make would be very brief, 

Mr. STRONG (interposing) desired, he said, 
to be informed by the Chair, whether the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Fircn] 
| had been ruled to be in order? 
| The CHAIRMAN said, he had not yet read the 
| amendment, And the Chair directed the amend- 
| ment to be read. 

Mr. RICHARDSON now raised the question 
| of order, whether the gentleman had the right to 
move to strike out any part of the first section? 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

The reading of the amendment was called for. 

And, having been read, 

The CHAIRMAN said, that he was under the 
| necessity of ruling the amendment to be out of 
| order. 

Mr. FITCH said, very well, it was not mate- 
| rial. He could reach his object in another wey. 
He moved to amend the first section of the bill, in 
| the tenth line, by striking out the words, “in the 
| tables annexed,’’ and inserting the words which 
he would send to the Chair. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not in or- 
| der. The gentleman can move to strike out, but 
| cannot move to insert. 

| Mr. ROOT called for the reading of the amend- 

ment. 

Some conversation followed ona point of order, 
| whether the amendment had not been offered and 
| decided before. , 
The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be ih 

order. 
| Mr. FITCH said, he should endeavor, under the 
| rule which allowed five minutes for the explanation 
| of amendments, to state what his a was. The 

chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, (Mr. 
Tuomrson, of Pennsylvania,] who reported the 
bill, had taken occasion in referring to the argument 
| of his (Mr. F.’s) colleague, to stigmatize the citi- 
| zens of Indiana as being . 

Mr. ROOT .nterposed, and submitted, as a point 
of order to the Chair, that the gentleman was not 
speaking in explanation of his amendment. 

Mr RICHARDSON inquired how it was pos- 
sible for the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Roo] to 
| know whatapplication of his remarks to the amend- 

ment the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Fircu) was 
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The CHAIR said, that under the rule, the cus- || 
tom had been that the gentleman spoke to the amend | 
ment which he had offered. | 

Mr. FITCH said, if the gentleman from Ohio |, 
[Mr. Roor] would be patient for two minutes, he 
would find that he (Mr, F.) had a special applica- || 
tion to make of the amendment. The reason he || 
(Mr. F.) thought was a good one. If, on hearing | 
it, it ehould be found not to be so, there would || 
then be ample time to make the point of order. || 
At the time fie had been interrupted, he was about |, 
to say, that the chairman of the Committee on the |, 
Judiciary, who reported this bill, had said that if | 
the bill was baited with land, it woufd catch the |! 
Hoosiers. Now, he (Mr. F.) proposed to bait it | 
with something that should catch the Pennsylva- 
nians. If there was to be any bait at all in this 
bill, he knew not of any better mode of baiting it | 
than that which he had indicated, and 

Mr. McCLERNAND interposed to a point of | 
order. He submitted that the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Fircu] were not remarks 
in explanation of the amendment, as contemplated 
by the rule. i 

Mr. FITCH said he meant no disrespect to the | 
State of Pennsylvania; he intended merely to an- | 
swer the slander upon his own State. 

The CHAIRMAN. The remarks of the gen- || 
tleman are certainly not in order. 

Mr. CARTTER rose to inquire of the Chair, |, 
whether it would be in order for him to move that | 
a select committee of thirteen members be appointed || 
to devise some mode of adjusting, on terms satis- | 
factory to all parties, the controversy between the 
States of Indiana and Pennsylvania? [Laughter.] | 

Objections were made by several members to 
any compromises. [Renewed laughter. } 

Mr. STRONG rose, he said, to a point of order. | 
He understood the Chair to have decided that the 
gentieman from Indiana [Mr. Fircu] was out o. | 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled that the 
course of remarks In which the gentleman was in- 
dulging was out of order. 

Mr. STRONG. There is a rule of the House | 
which requires that a member who has been called |, 
to order shall take his seat; and that, ifany mem || 
ber object, he shall not be permitted to proceed | 
without leave. Ee (Mr. 8.) called for the enforce 
ment of the rule. 

Mr. HALL moved that the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Fircn] have leave to praceed in order || 

The question was taken, and decided the affirm- 
ative, without a division. 

So leave was given to Mr. Fircn to proceed in 
order. 

Mr. FITCH resumed the floor. He said, that 
order in this House was a thing so indefinite and | 
equivocal, that be did not profess very well to 
know when he was in order, and when not. He 
was not aware of one solitary item in the history 
of the State of Indiana, which could justify, or in 
any degree extenuate even, the allegation of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Tuompson;] | 
nor I} 

Mr. ROOT interposed to a point of order. He || 
desired to know what the remarks of the gentle- | 
man had to do with the amendment which he had | 
proposed ? | 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the remarks of the | 
gentieman from Indiana were not in order, | 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Let us hear him. | 
Mr. Chairman, | move that the gentleman have | 
leave to proceed in his remarks out of order. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair doubts whether || 
such a motion is in order. {| 

Mr. McLANE. By unanimous consent, then; || 
I move that the gentleman have the unanimous || 
consent of the committee to proceed out of order. || 

The CHAIRMAN. If there is no objection, | 

| 


} 








| 
| 
| 
| 





the Chair supposes that the gentleman can proveed. |, 
Mr. RUMSEY inquired whether, if the gentle- | 
man should be allowed to proceed, he would be | 
limited by the five minutes’ rule? 1] 
Objections were made to the motion of Mr. Mc- || 
Lane. 
Mr. HOUSTON made an inquiry similar to | 
that indicated by Mr. Rumsey. 
Mr, FITCH addressed the Chair. - | 
Mr. CARTTER inquired of the Chair, whether | 
the gentleman from Indiana had not already over-_ 
reached the five minutes allowed by the rule? 
Mr. FITCH. Well, | have only to say, that | 
if land is a good bait with which to catch Hoo- | 


} 
| 
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siers, they never could be caught by the carcass of 


a rotten United States Bank. 

Calls to order. 

The hammer fell. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, with the 
intention of replying to Mr. Fircn, renewed the 
amendment, bat withdrew it, objéétions having 
been made to hia proceeding with his remarks. 

_ No further amendment was offered to the sec- 
tion. 

The second section of the bill was then read, as 
follows: 


“ Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That exch of said | 


marshals shall, before entering upan his duties, take and 
subscribe the following oath, before any circuit or district 


| judge of the United States, to wit: 


“J, —— ——, marshal of the district of ——, do sol- 
emnly swear = affirm) that [{ will enumerate, or cause to 
be enumerated, all the inhabitants of said district, and will 
coliect, or cause to be collected, the other statistical in- 
formation within the same, and will faithfully perform all 
the duties enjoined on me by the act providing for the ta- 
king of the seventh census. 

“And when duly authenticated by the said magistrate, 
he shall deposita copy thereof, so authenticated, with the 
said Secretary of the Intetior, and no marsha} shall pre- 
sume to discharge any of the duties herein required, until 


he has taken and subscribed this oath, and forwarded a | 
|| copy as aforesaid.”’ 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 


| amend the section, in the fourth line, by striking 


out the words, ‘before any circuit or district 
judge'of the United States,”’ and inserting the words 
‘* before any officer authorized to administer an 
oath.” 

Mr. T. explained that the object of the amend- 


ment was simply to enable the oath to be taken | 
before any judge or justice in the neighborhood in | 


which the marshal might reside. 

Mr. ROSS suggested to his colleague [Mr. 
Tnompson] so to modify the emendment as to 
add, after the word ‘* authorized,’”’ the words 
law. 

Mr. THOMPSON accepted the modification. 

And the amendment was modified accordingly. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, made an inquiry of 
Mr. Tompson as to the precise character of his 
amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON explained. 

Mr. HARRIS said he could see no necessity 
for striking out the words as they stand in the 
bill. 

Mr. PUTNAM offered an amendment as a 
substitute for the modified amendment of Mr. 
Tompson. The substitute proposed to add to 


| the words in the bill, the words “ or before any 


judge or justice of the supreme court of the State 
in which the marshal may reside.”’ 

The amendment having been read, 

Mr. PUTNAM signified his intention to modify 
it, and, after a suggestion by 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. P. modified the amendment so as to read, 
‘‘or before any judge of a court of record.” 


Mr. MARSHALL said it occurred to him that | 


there might be some misapprehension on this 
ont. 

The CHAIR inte 
the gentleman from 
could only proceed by first offering an amendment. 

Mr. MARSHALL had risen (he said) to call 
the attention of the committee to the fact that this 
oath applied only to marshals and not to assistant 
marshals. 

The question was stated to be on the modified 
substitute of Mr. Putnam. 

Mr. WILSON rose to suggest that the matter 
was not understood in his part of the House. If 
(he proceeded to say) gentlemen would refer to the 
tenth section of the bill—— 

The CHAIR interposed, and said that no re- 
marks were in order. The questicn was on the 
en\stitute of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
PrytN aM, 

Me, SbANTON, of Kentucky, desired to be 
informed whether the substitute was amendable? 

The CHAIR said it was not. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Is it in order for me to 
move to strike out so much of the substitute—— 

The CHAIR, (interposing.) No amendment is 
in order; there is an amendment to an amendment 
pending. Beyond that it is not competent to go. 

Mr. HALL called for the reading of the clause 
of the section, ‘and of the proposed amendments. 
He thought the on not understood in 
that part of the Hi l. 


sed with the remark, that 


entucky [Mr. Marsna.t] | 


May 1, 


! ad. 


The clause and amendments were read 
Mr. RUMSEY asked for the reading of » 
| of the tenth section of the bill, that it 

| seen how the matter stood with the 
\| 


. © part 
might be 
marshals. Santatant 
| The CHAIR. It is not in order. 
| Mr. RUMSEY asked the unanimo 
the committee that the portion might 
ee a made. 
r. NAM. Fora special pu 
|| withdraw my substitute. ie eae ee 
|| Mr. MARSHALL (on a pro forma amendme 
|| moved to strike out the word * judge.” 
|| In explanation, Mr. M. said that the section pre- 
'| Scribed that the marshals of the State or distrie; 
should take an oath before the circuit or distric; 
judge. He thought that the bill ought to provide 
that the oath should be taken before a federa} 
judge. The assistant marshals were not required 
by this section to take the oath—— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, 
ing.) Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. MARSHALL yielded the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON. | will withdraw my amend- 
ment, as the other has been withdrawn. 

So the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, renewed 
| Na said) the amendment of his colleague, [Mr. 

| T'nompson,]| ‘and he would say one word in ex. 

| planation. 

| Mr. MARSHALL interposed and claimed the 

|| floor. He had, he said, offered an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN said, that the Chair had un- 
derstood the gentleman as yielding the floor. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I yielded, as I supposed, 
for explanation, to the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr. TuHompson.} But I do not insist 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. S. resumed. He said, he thought that the 
amendment which had been proposed was right. 
In many places the marshal lived two hundred 
miles from the district judge. 1t was so in Penn- 
sylvania. Under these circumstances, the marshal 
would have to travel two hundred miles to take the 
oath, a copy of which was sent to him and which 
he could not, therefore, mistake. Any man could 
|, administer the oath. Ifthe amendment of the gen- 
|| tleman from New York {Mr. Putnam] prevailed, 
it would exclude all the magistrates and aldermen 
|| in Pennsylvania, for they were none of them judges 
of courts of record, such as were known to the 
common law, or contemplated by the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York. He (Mr. 8.) 
saw no reason for rejecting the amendment of his 
colleague, and hoped that it would be adopted. 

Mr. PUTNAM. Irenew the amendment which 
|| | withdrew. 

The CHAIR. Then the question stands pre- 
cisely as it did some minutes since. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Purnam, and was decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
|| ‘The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Srevens, 

Mr. HAYMOND offered a substitute, as fol- 
lows: ‘* or before any judge or justice of the peace 
| of the State or Territory in which he resides.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Stevens, and decided in the negative with- 
out a division. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MEADE moved an amendment to strike 
out between the sixth and the ninth lines, the 
words ** enumerate, or cause to be enumerated, all 
the inhabitants of said district, and will collect, or 
| cause to be collected, the other statistical informa- 
| tion within the same, and will,’” and to insert in 

lieu thereof the words “to the best of my ability.” 
So as to read **1”” &c., ‘do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will, to the best of my ability, faith- 
fully perform,” &c. 

He explained that he moved this amendment 
because, under the section as it now stood, the 
marshal was required to swear to do that which It 
was impossible for him to do. 

| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, suggested 

to the gentleman from Virginia simply to add at 

|| the end of the oath prescribed, the words “ to the 
best of my ability”’—which, he said, would ac- 
complish the object which the gentleman had in 
view, 
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; Mr. MEADE declined to accept the suggestion, | ment varied from that previously rejected, ruled | 
ferring the amendment in the form which he | it to be in order. 


Mr. HALL moved to amend the amendment of i 


Mr. DUNCAN called for a division fof the | Mr, Srevens by inserting in lieu of it the words || 


jestion, 80 as to vote first on striking out and | 
then on inserting . : } 

The CHAIRMAN said the motion to strike out ] 
and insert was not divisible. 
The question was taken, and the amendment was | 





ring in the 6th line before the word ** enumer- || 
ate,” the words ** to the best of my ability.” 
Mr. FOWLER moved to amend the amendment || 
py inserting in lieu of the words proposed by Mr. | 
Meave, the word “ faithfully.” He, however, || 
gubsequently withdrew his amendment. 
The question was taken on Mr. Meape’s amend- || 
ment, and tellers having been ordered, viz: Messrs. || 
Hevry and Beace, they reported, ayes 70. 
The question was given up by the negatives i 
without a count. 1 
| 


nse 


rejected. : 
Mr. MEADE moved then to amend by simply 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, 

A verbal amendment was agreed to, to substitute 
for the word ** magistrate” in the 12th line the 
word “judge.” 

A similar amendment was agreed to, on motion 
of Mr. Tuompson, of Pennsylvania, to strike out | 
in the 14th line the words “* presume to.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS moved an amendment to add at | 
the end of the section the following: ‘* And the | 
oath required by this section may be taken before 
the judge of any court of record.”* {| 

He said, although an amendment somewhat | 
similar to this had been proposed and rejected b 
the committee, he was of opinion that some suc 
provision should be introduced into the bill. It | 
was provided, as the section now stood, that the || 
oath to be taken by the marshal should be admin- | 
istered by the judge of a United States court. 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and stated that | 
upon examination of the amendment, he felt 
bound to rule it out of order, because it was pre- | 
cisely the same amendment, in the same words, | 
that had been rejected by the committee. 

Mr. PHELPS said he would modify it verbally 
in any way, so as to bring it within the rule. 

This inconvenience (he continued) would arise: | 
if the judge of the United States court should | 
happen to be absent from this time to the Ist of | 
June—the time for the marshals to enter upon the || 
discharge of their duties—the marshal (of a State | 
in which there was but one United States judge) | 
would be obliged to go into another State to find || 
another judge, or to hunt up his own judge. In || 
his own State, where there was but one United } 
States judge, he knew that the judge intended to | 
beabsent. To avoid this unnecessary inconve- | 
nience, and perhaps defeat of the law, he moved | 
his amendment, and would modify it as follows: | 
“And the oath required by this section may be taken be- 

i 





| 


fore a judge of any court of record of any State or Terri- | 
wry.” 


Mr. MORSE said, if the Chair held the amend- | 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri to be in or- | 





der, an amendment could properly be moved to | 
thatamendment. He therefore moved to amend | 
the gentleman’s amendment, so as to provide that | 
the oath might be taken before any person author- | 
ized to administer an oath. 

He proceeded to say that he saw no necessity at | 
all for administering an oath to the marshal, for | 
upon entering upon office he took an oath'faithfully | 
to discharge all the duties required of him by law. | 
They imposed upon him additional duties, and re- 
quired him to take an additional oath; but they | 
did not design to keep a record of that fact. No- | 
body pretended that if he did not take the oath | 
in due form it would invalidate his action. He 
saw no necessity for requiring the marshal to 
take an additional oath; but if it were required, 
he thought they should be satisfied if it were taken 

fore any person authorized to administer an 


The CHAIRMAN (upon further reflection) | 
ruled out of order both the amendment of Mr. 
Puexrs and that of Mr. Morse. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the section by inserting:in the fourth line, 
after the word ‘* United States,” the words ‘or 
before any justice of the peace authorized by law 
to administer an oath.” 

The CHAIRMAN, remarking that this amend- | 





| second section. 


| ions as to who should administer the oath to the 
| marshals. Now he thought there was no necessity || 


|| be imposed upon him would not make the matter | 


\| rejected. 


‘any judge of a court of record authorized by | 
law to administer an oath.’ ! 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to the | 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend | 
the amendment of Mr. Stevens, by inserting in 
lieu of it the words, “ or before any judge of any 
State court.” 

The amendment of Mr. Evans, and the amend- | 
ment as amended, were agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out the entire || 


The great difficulty, he said, in getting this sec- 
tion right, was that gentlemen had different opin- 


at all for administering an additional oath to these || 
officers. The law of the land required that the 
marshal, before he entered upon the discharge of || 
the duties of his office, should take an oath faith- | 
fully to execute all lawful precepts directed to || 


|| him, and in all things, without partiality or preju- || 
| dice, faithfully to discharge the duties of his office | 
|| according tolaw. [He read the form of the oath.]} 


Now if duties were imposed upon him by subse- | 


quent law, he was as much bound to execute them | 
| as if the law had been in forse prior to his enter- | 


ing upon his office. A judge might, with the same | 
propriety, be required to take a new oath to faith- | 
fully administer every law passed after he entered 

upon the discharge of his duties, as a marshal 

was required to take this additional oath. 
saw no necessity at all for this additional oath, | 
especially as he had precious little faith in prom- 
issory oaths. 


Mr. MARSHALL (Mr. J. yielding for expla- | 


|| nation) asked, in case a marshal who took an oath || 
two years ago to discharge his duties, made false || 


returns under this law, if he could be prosecuted | 
for perjury, unless he had taken the oath which | 
was proposed in this bill to discharge his duties 
under this act? 

Mr. JONES. I suppose so. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Clearly not. 

Mr. JONES. There are official duties imposed 
upon him by law, and before entering upon office 
he took an oath faithfully to discharge all duties 
required of him by law. 

r. HARRIS, of Illinois, inquired of the gen- 
tleman if every previous census bill had not re- 
quired such an oath to be taken? 


Mr. JONES replied that that might be, but it 


was no reason why they should not correct the || 


errors of former Congresses. 

As he had before said, he had but little faith in 
promissory oaths. Ifthe marshal were an honest 
man, he would perform this duty correctly accord- 


|| ing to tiie best of his knowledge and ability; if he || 
were a dishonest man, all the oaths which could || 


i 


any better; and it was, in his opinion, idle for the | 
Congress of the United States to require promis- | 
ye oaths. 

he question was taken, and the amendment was | 


Pending further action— 
On motion, the committee rose, and 
The House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: | 


By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of | 
Ebenezer Jayne, of Pendleton county, Kentucky, who was 
shot through the head and wounded in the leg, at the battle | 
of Lundy’s Lane, and who was rendered thereby laine and | 
partially deaf, dumb, and blind, asking an increase of pen- , 
sion from eight to sixteen dollars per month. 

Also, the memorial of William Gracy, of Kentucky, a | 
wounded soldier of the Mexican war, asking a pension. | 

By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of John Matthews and | 
others, eitizens of Oswego county, New York, against the 
admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Onondag: county, New 
York, for the same purpuse. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Onondaga county, New 
York, for repeal of laws enacted by Congress for the sup- 


i 
| 





Also, the memorial of citizens of the same place, for 


He | 


He had never yet heard of but one || 
ease of an individual being prosecuted for perjury | 
'| for the violation of a promissory oath. 


———— 
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Also, the memorial of citizens of the same place, for trial 
by jury to alleged fugitives. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Essex county, New 
York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Israel E. Hutchingon 
and 32 others, eleetors of the county of Tolland, Connecticut, 
praying for a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one cent 
on newspapers and two cents on each prepaid letter of 


| half an ounce, for all distantes. 
amendment out of order. 1} 


By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Hiwmnah Phelps 
widow of Samuel Phelps, a revolutionary soldier, late of 


| Byron, Maine, praying for a pension. 


By Mr. FOWLER: The petitions of citizens of Bristol, 
Warren, Newport, and Providence, Rhode Island; and of 


| Fall River, Massachusetts; and of New York, praying that 


a beacon light-house be erected on Sandy Point, on Provi- 


| dence Island, in Narraganset bay. 


By Mr. FITCH: The petition of members of the “ Teach- 
ers’ Institute” of Northern Indiana, in session April 16, 
1850, at La Perte, asking a reduction of postage to two cents 
per half ounce on prepaid matter. 

Also, two several petitions of citizens of Kosciusko county, 
Indiana, asking that no State be hereafter admitte< into the 
Union unless the constitution of such State prohibit slavery ; 
and that slavery be prohibited in all the United States ter- 
ritories. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 1, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 

ate a communication from the Commissioner of 

Patents, being part No. 2 of his annual report for 


|| the year 1849, containing agricultural statistics, 


general view of American agriculture, agricultural 
meteorology, report of Professor Lewis C. Beck 
on the breadstuffs of the United States, reports and 
letters relating to crops, miscellaneous communi- 
cations, analytical tables, statistical tables, &c. 

Mr. SEWARD moved that the reading of the 
communication be dispensed with, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Patents, 

Mr. TURNEY moved that thirty thousand ad- 


|| ditional copies be printed for the use of the Senate, 


and five hundred for the use of the Patent Office; 
which motion was referred to the Committee on 


| Printing. 


CREDENTIALS OF HON. JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Mr. FOOTE, in consequence of an error being 
discovered in the credentials of the Hon. Jerren- 
son Davis, of Mississippi, elected a Senator from 
that State for the constitutional term of six years, 
from the 4th of March, 1851, which were pre- 

_ sented yesterday, asked leave to withdraw them 
from the files of the Senate, and that the Journal 
be so amended as not to state the fact that they 
had been presented. The error consisted in the 
use of a wrong figure, 1852 instead of 1851, as 
the period when the honorable Senator’s next term 

| will commence, the correction of which renders it 
necessary to return the credentials to Mississippi. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Bene- 
dict J. Heard, asking indemnity for losses sus- 
tained in consequence of the destruction of his 
| property by the enemy in the last war with Great 

Bricain; which was referred to the Committee of 
| Claims. 

| Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of the 
heirs of John Chalmers, asking indemnity for 
| French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
| dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of 
citizens of the State of lowa, asking a grant of 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
| Davenport to Council Bluffs; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Public Lands. 


BILL ON LEAVE. 


Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
' and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide 
| additional rules of settlement in the adjustment of 
| accounts for supplies furnished to volunteers in 
| the service of the United States; which was read a 
| first and second time by its title, and referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration, which lies over under the 
| rules: 

Reolved, That the Secretary of State be required to in- 
| form the Senate what measures he has taken upon the me- 
morial of Ladisias Wankowitz, great grand nephew of 
| General Thaddeus Kosciusko, and Gaspard Tochman, at- 
| torney of the heirs of General Kosciusko, complairtng 

against Alexander de Bodisco, Minister from Rureia, ac- 


| 


1 


port of sfavery in the District of Columbia. | credited to this Government. 
|| Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- 


freedom in the territories. 








% 


lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed to: 

Resolved, I'hat the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
munieate to the Senate the report of Captain Marcy, of the 
United States army, of his expedition from Fort Smith, Ar- 
kaneas, to Banta Fé, inciading his retarn trip, in command 
of a detachment of United States troops, during the year 
1249. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved to post- 
pone the prior orders, and take up for considera- 
tion the bill to increase the rank and file of the 
army, and to encourage enlistments, as he appre- 
hended it would lead to no debate. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
considered in Committee of the Whole, and, no 
amendment having been offered, it was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 


THE SIR JOHN FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


Mr. MILLER moved to postpone all prior or- 
ders and take up the joint resolution from the 
House authorizing the President of the United 
States to accept and attach to the navy two vessels 
offered by Henry Grinnell, Esq., of New York, to 
be sent to the Arctic seas in search of Sir John 
Franklin and his companions. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I would suggest 
to the Senator who makes this motion, that the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Brieut,} who mani- 
fested an interest in this matter when the subject 
was heretofore before the Senate, is not now in his 
seat, and that he had better suspend his motion 
until that Senator sha}! be present. 

Mr. MILLER. I would do 80, sir, with great 
pleasure, but for two facts; first, the resolution 
rhouid be acted upon immediately, and, secondly, 
I do not understand the Senator from Indiana as 
intending any further opposition. 

Mr. CLAY. Ithink I feel myself authorized to 
say that the Senator from Indiana will not make 
any further opposition, if it can be said to be op- 
position that he made before to this resolution. If 
it is to be passed, it seems to me that it should be 
passed immediately. Ina very few days the ves- 
sels will take their departure, and therefore I hope 
the resolution will be taken up, and | shall be 
happy to find that it meets with general concur- 
rence. : : 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was considered, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Remesentatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled, That the President be 
and he is hereby authorized and directed to receive from 
Henry Grinnell. of the city of New York, the two vessels 
prepared by him for an expedition in search of Sir John 
Franklin and his companions, and to detail from the navy 
such commissioned and warrant officers and so many sea- 
men as may be necessary for said expedition, and who may 
be willing to engage therein. The said officers and men 
shall be furnished with suitable rations, at the direction of 
the President, fora period not exceeding three years, and 
ahall have the use of such necessary instruments as are now 
on band and can be spared from the navy, to be accounted 
for or returned by the officers who shall receive the same. 

Resolved further, That the said vessels, officers, and men 
shail be in all respects under the laws and regulations of the 
navy of the United States until their return, when the said 
vessels shall be delivered to the said Henry Grinnell: Pro- 
vided, ‘That the United States shall not be liable to any claim 
for compensation in case of the loss, damage, or deteriora- 
tion of the said vessels, or either of them, from any cause or 
in any manner whatever, nor be liable to any demand for 
the use or risk of the said vessels, or either of them. 

Mr. CLAY. I beg leave to say a few words 
only in mnpont of this resolution. The navigator 
whose fate has interested so large a portion of the 
world, went upon his perilous expedition not mere- 
ly for the sake of his own country, or his own 
fame, but for the general good of mankind, and of 
the commercial world of all mankind; and it does, 
therefore, seem to me peculiarly proper and expe- 
dient, that the interest which is taken in his fate 
should not be confined merely to the country from 
which he went, but that it should be coextensive 
with christendom, and all those parts of the world 
which could possibly be benefited, if he had suc- 
ceeded in that expedition. l think, therefore, that 
upon that ground, the resolution should be adopted. 
Although I accord in the expression of opinion 
urged against the union of a public and individual 
enterprise generally, yet, in a case of this kind, I 
should hope that would not be permitted to pre- 
vent the passage of this resolution. Indeed, it 
appears to me, that when any one of our merchants 


d 4m a epirit of enterprise and humanity, such 
as has beer =anifested on the part of the unpre- 
tending, ‘modest, and highly worthy gentleman 
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who has tendered these vessels to the Government, 
it is very proper on the part of the Government to 
encourage such efforts on the part of commercial 
men, all over the country, and sanction them, and 
aid in carrying them out. All that is asked for the 
accomplishment of this enterprise, is, that Gov- 
ernment shall give the authority of its name to 
those commanding these ships, in order to pre- 
serve that subordination which may be essential to 
the success of the enterprise. 1 beg leave to add, 
that although | am amongst those who ners of 
the recovery of this lost navigator, it will bea 
matter of satisfaction to know, if possible, what 
his fate has been; and it may turn out, too, that 
in carrying out this enterprise, other discoveries 
may be made, which will benefit our country and 
the world. In consideration of the nature of the 
enterprise, and of the high character of this body, 





| ecutive had no authority to procure 

|| expedition of this kind, and suitable for this 8 

|, of navigation. The Executive was therefor 
i obliged, for want of authority to build the 0 
| to forego further action on this noble enter ve 
| until Congress should meet and authorize rs ™ 
] pedition. > 
| In the mean time, Mr. Grinnell, one of the most 


} respectable andi worthy merchants of 


them for * 





the ej 
New York, understanding the dificlty tha ie 


| Governmentshad in fitting out the expedit; 

1 gone to work, and with his own in my ~ 
|| two small vessels especially prepared for the “tg 
| pedition; and he now most generously tenders 
them to the Government, not to be under his ow 

_ control, but the control of the Government, ang . 
|| be made part of the navy of the United Siates. The 
| honorable Senator from Alabama [Mr. King] : 


which, above all others in the whole world,should | mistaken with regard to the terms and effect of 
seize on every opportunity to aid in such a noble || this resolution. ‘This resolution places these two 
enterprise, I trust the Senate will not hesitate to | ships under the contrel of the Government, as 


give its sanction to it. 

Mr. KiNG. No one, Mr. President, can fee} 
more sensibly than I do the importance of takin 
some steps to ascertain whether that diningnidad 
navigator is living or dead. I was pleased to aee 
a manifestation of a disposition on the part of this 
Government, so far as it had the power, to engage 
in an enterprise to ascertain that fact, and if living 
to rescue him and his companions from the dan- 
gers that surround them. 1 think it becomes all 
civilized nations to turn their attention to that one 
single object, independent of any information that 


/much so as if they were built expressly f 
navy of the United States. Their ate ee 
| fitting out, their officers and men, are all to be 
| under the control of the Executive. Their officers 
|| are to be the officers of our navy—their seamen 
| the seamen of our navy—so that the expedition 
| will be as thoroughly under the contro} of this 
| Government as if the ships belonged to us. Now 
|| sir, | should have no objections myself to amend 
|| this resolution so as to authorize the purchase of 
| these two small vessels at once, and make them a 
part of our naval establishment; but when | re. 


might be derived from the researches of the expe- | collect the magnanimous feeling which urged this 
dition. 1 am willing to accord to the gentleman | noble-hearted merchant to prepare these ships, | 
who seems to’be prominent in this matter the most | know that the same feeling would forbid him to 
praiseworthy motives, and if I could think it proper | make merchandise of that which he has devoted 
to mingle up the affairs of an individual with those ‘| to humanity. He offers them for this great 
of the Government of the United States, | would || cause; they are his property, prepared for this 
ubhesitatingly vote for this proposition. But I || enterprise, and he offers them to us to be used b 
hold that the Government of the United States || the Government in this great undertaking. We 
Ought not in any case to connect itself in this way || must either accept them for the purpose to which 
with a private individual. I hold that you should || he has dedicated them, or reject them altogether. 
not place the officers and seamen of the United | If we refuse these ships, we will defeat the whole 
States under the control of any private individual || enterprise, and lose all opportunity of participa- 
whatever. This resolution will have that effect. || tion in a work of humanity which now commands 
They go out under him, and are subject to his || the attention of the world. 
directions, and are in fact under his control. and | If we refer this resolution back to the commit- 
command. Is it not better that the Government || tee, and they report a bill authorizing Government 
of the United States should take the subject into || to build ships to carry on the expedition on its 
its own hands and make a liberal appropriation? H own account, it would be attended with very great 
1 would vote for the largest appropriation neces- | delay, and, in my opinion, defeat the object we 
sary to purchase suitable ships. If the ships of | havein view. Ina case of this kind, time is every- 
Mr. Grinnell can be purchased, let it be done, and || thing. It mast be done speedily, if done at all. 
man them with officers of the navy, the most gal- || Every hour’s delay, may be worth the life of a 
lant in the service, and send with them such sea- || man. Sir John Franklin and his companions 
men as may be willing and fit for the service, and || may have ere this perished, but our hope is that 
then it will be worthy of our aim. But it seems || they are still livingin some narrow sea, imprisoned 
to me it is letting it down to connect it with any || by walls of ice, where our succor may yet reach 
private individual. Highly as I regard the ob- || them. But, sir, whether our hopes are fallacious 
ject—werthy of this Government, or any other } or not, the public feeling—the feeling of humani- 
civilized Government as it is—I feel compelled to || ty—is that the fate of Sir John Franklin should, 
vote against this resolution in its present shape. || if possible, be ascertained, and as soon as possible. 
If the suggestion I make is approved, and honor- || The public mind will never be satisfied till an ex- 
able Senators so express themselves, I will move || pedition from this country, or from some other 
its recommitment to the committee, that they may || country, shall have ascertained that fate. | there- 
report a bill carrying out the suggestions that [ || fore trust that this resolution, as it is, will be acted 
have made—that the Government of the United || upon at once, and that it will receive a unanimous 
States may carry out the expedition at its own || vote of the Senate. 
expense, and that we may not mix ourselves asa) Mr. FOOTE. During the last spring many of 
Government with the enterprise of any individual. i our citizens were gladdened by the declaration, on 
I shall not make this motion till | ascertain whether | the partofthe Executive branch of the Government, 
this suggestion meets with the approbation of Sen- | that a proper sympathy was felt for the distin- 
ators, and if it does, I will make the motion to || guished navigator whose fate is now the subject 
recommit it for that object. | of so much anxious apprehension, and for his suf- 
Mr. MILLER. I prefer that the Government | fering family and:friends; and when the Executive, 
should have the entire control of this enterprise; through a former letter of the Secretary of State, 
but, sir, I do not think that can be accomplished; ;, which most of us read with delight and admira- 
at all events, it cannot within the time required to || tion at the time, declared his determination to do 
produce the good results which are to be hoped | all that his constitutional power would allow him 
from this expedition. It is well known to all that | to do, to accomplish the great object for the attain- 
the uncertain fate of Sir John Franklin and his | ment of which this resolution is now pressed upon 
companions, has attracted the attention and called us, I do believe that there was not a generous- 
forth the sympathies of the civilized world. This spirited man in America who did not reécho the 
Government, sir, has not been indifferent to the | sympathetic sentiments contained in that letter, 
call. An application, an appeal was made to this | and who would not have been willing to justify 
Government of no ordinary character; one which || the Executive in the course of policy therein 
was cheerfully entertained by the President, and || marked out; at least :so far as justification could 
which he was anxious should be complied with. | be afforded without violating a proper sense of 
But it is known to the country and to the Senate, | constitetional propriety. Sir, | regret to say that 
that although the President had every disposition the magnificent promises thus held out have not 
to send out an expedition in search of Sir John || been executed, but have most unfortunately failed 
Franklin, it was found upon inguiry that we had = of their accomplishment. All those generous an- 
no ships fitted for the oecasion, and that the Ex- || ticipations.a ned in the minds of our country- 
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men,and in the minds of the civilized world, were 
joomed to 8 fatal and most discreditable 
iotment. The Government of the United States 
Pidenly found its energies all shriveled and 
wasted aW2Y, its strength diminished to a state of 
ect impotency for the accomplishment of this 
generous scheme of sympathy, so boldly planned 
snd so pompously announced. The Government 
of the United States could not find ships in our 
navy suited to the great purpose, the attainment of 
which seemed so desirable to the Executive and 
pig Cabinet advisers. I will not undertake to 
giinsay this avowal of inability on the part of 
the nation which has been so formally vouched; it 
would be ungracious in me to do so; but I beg 
jeave to say that f deemed it unfortunate at the 
time—and { think all will admit now that it was 
ynfortunate—that the Executive and his Cabinet 
council did not look a little more closely into the 
matter, a8 practical men, before they undertook to 
enlist in a project, however generously conceived, 
which they had not first ascertained their ability 
to accomplish. They should have well explored 
all the difficulties of the scheme before they ven- 
tured to commit theraselves and the nation in the 
resence of the civilized world. It is certainly 


not a little deplorable that they did not ascertain 


that they could do something in a spirit and man- 
per that became this august Republic, before they 
undertook to awaken a general anticipation, which, 
afier all, has been so signally defeated. Before 
they challenged the whole civilized world to be- 
hold and to admire the magnanimous scheme of 
relief in which they had resolved to enlist for the 
rescue of the distinguished Sir John Franklin, 
cruelly imprisoned, as my friend from New Jersey 
has said, amidst huge mountains of ice, they ought 
to have been well assured that they themselves 
would not be compelled to recoil from their own 
scheme, either by want of ability or dread of pop- 
ular condemnation. I wish, I say, sir, that they 
had looked with a somewhat keener scrutiny into 
this matter, in its inception—because this affair, 
as now presented, does look a little like an instance 
of solemn trifling with a great and interesting un- 
dertaking. 1t cannot but be considered by many, 
that the President and his Cabinet advisers have 
at least committed themselves quite hastily, with- 
out due consideration (and as some may suppose, 
butas I do not expressly charge, disgracefully,) 
and in a manner somewhat unstatesmanlike. 
Such, at least, is the appearance of the affair at 
present; and in accordance with this view of the 
matter, | know that many of our citizens of high 
standing have expressed themselves orally and in 
writing. Others, again, have thought and asserted 
that the execution of this scheme was declined 
from a dread of responsibility to the people of the 
United States, who might perchance, after all, con- 
demn instead of approving it. Certain it is that 
it was carped at by certain newspaper editors; cer- 
tain it is that the President and his Cabinet were 
censured, as [ then thought, more or less ungener- 
ously; certain it is that the scheme of the Admin- 
istration, as originally projected, has not been 
executed; nor does it now seem desirable to its 
friends and supporters here that it should be exe- 
cuted at all, at least in that national spirit in which 
it was first conceived and announced to the world. 

Now, sir, what is it proposed that we shall do? 
It is proposed that, inasmuch as the Government 
of the United States has become suddenly be- 
dwarfed in its faculties, and has lost all its effi- 
ciency for the execution of a noble undertaking, 
that has once found favor in its eyes; and, inas- 
much as this Government, whose naval power is 
now the object of admiration to all nations, is not 
able to supply ships suited to an interesting par- 


pose of exploration; or, perchance, since pecuni- || 


ary means for the execution of this grand scheme 
are not possessed by the Government, one Mr. 
Grinnell—a respectable man, | admit—a man ot 
wealth, doubtless, for so the fact is asserted to be 
by honorable Senators here—is to be allowed to 
step in and monopolize the whole glory of the pro- 
Ject; that he, whose arms are stronger than the 


arms of a nation; he, whose purse is more fully . 
replenished with gold than that of one of the rich- | 


est nations in the world, shall be allowed ‘o fit out 


the expedition according to his own individual 


judgment, whilst this Government shall become, 
not a dormant partner, (that would be bad enough, ) 
but shall become an openly declared, but yet a de- 
cidedly subordinate partner in the concern: so far 


at least as to supply officers, sailors, and so forth, 
according to the terms of this resolution; thus 
yielding all the honor of the expedition’ to Mr. 
Grinrell and subjecting itself in all likelihood to 
the pecuniary losses which may be incurred, 
should it turn out in the end that this expedition 
is not successful. Certain, or next to certain it is, 
that if any vessel shall be lost, or if any great 


this resolution and the sailing of this expedition, 
we shall be called upon, as has been the case in 
every instance of this kind heretofore, to answer 
for all losses. 


Mr. MILLER, (in hisseat.) That is provided 


r. : 

Mr. FOOTE. lf understand that, and I know 
too that similar provision has been made before; 
yet we have, been called on to remunerate losses 
which were not anticipated even when the indi- 
vidual who urged the Government to engage in the 
enterprise expressed a willingness to save the 
Government from all losses. 

Now, | undertake to say that the Government 
cannot engage in this enterprise without a serious 
loss of dignity at least. I am not willing that 
this Government should play second fiddle to Mr. 
Grinnell or anybody else, or that, after having 
originated the project, in its more national aspect, 
it shall be called on to follow the lead of Mr. Grin- 
nell, with laggard and faltering steps, confessing 
all the while its feebleness and impotency, and its 
dependence upon Mr. Grinnell. No, sir; if any- 
thing is to be done, let it be done with a due regard 
to the honor of the nation, and with a full view of 
the responsibility connected with our acts, let the 
Government proceed with a deliberate and resolved 
willingness to meet all responsibility which may 
be connected with its own chosen policy. I de- 
sire, if we are to do a good act, that we shall per- 


fo 


form it with a — regard to the honor of the || United States, 


Republic, and t 
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— a the mode of carryi 
into execution. Si 


them 


nee this is se generally the 


case, the rule which I always adopt, and which 
seems to be a safe one, is, that where I cannot 


have m 
object, 
| opens before me. 


own way of obtaining a great public 
will accept the best other way which 
Now, | cordially agree with 


( ) | those honorable Senators who would have pre- 
pecuniary injury shall ensue from the adoption of || ferred that at some appropriate time, and in some 


| proper and unobjectionable manner, the Govern- 


ment should have moved for the attainment of 
this object as a Government, and have made it 


| exclusively the act of the nation. And I would 


| 
i] 
| 
| 
it 


| 
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_have preferred this, not so much on account 
of the glory that it is supposed would have fol- 


lowed it, as because of the beneficence of the en- 
terprise. Enterprises which spring from a desire 
of glory are very apt to end in disappointment. 


True national glory is always safely attained by 
| prosecuting beneficent designs, whatever ma 


be 
their success. | say, sir, then, that § would have 
preferred the alternative suggested; but the fact is, 
without stopping to inquire where the fault lies, or 
whether there be fault at all, the Government has 
not moved, and the reason which has been as- 
signed is, | have no doubt, the true one. 1 do 


| not know that it has ever been contradicted or 


called in question; that reason is, that the navy 
of the United States contains no vessels adapted 
to the enterprise, but consists of ships constructed 
and fitted for very different objects and purposes 
than an exploring expedition amid the ice-bound 
seas of the Arctic pole. Our naval marine con- 
sists of vessels adapted to the purposes of convoys, 


| Military armament, and the suppression of the slave 


trade on the coast of Africa. The Executive por- 
tion of the Government failed for want of veasels 
suitable to be employed in this particular service. 
It therefore devolved upon the Legislatyre of the 
But although we have been here 


at we may so demean ourselves in || now nearly five months, no committee of either 


performing it as not to become the laughing-stock |, House, no member of either House of Congress has 


|, proposed to equip a national fleet for this purpose. 
I have heard it said that the British Government || While this fact exists on one side, it is to be re- 


of the civilized world. 


has alread y done as much as is necessary towards 
attaining the interesting object of the resolution 
before us, and certainly, so far as time is con- 
cerned, I should fear we are too late to have much 
participation in the glory of discovering Sir John 
Franklin and tis companions. I apprehend that, 
in permitting twelve months to pass away afier 


this undertaking was first thought of by the Gov- | 


ernment, the only opportunity of doing good or 
acquiring honor in this affair, has been suffered to 
pass by unimproved. Suill, | am willing, for one, 
to take my share of the responsibility of doing 
now all that we may feel justified in doing by our 
obligations to maintain the Constitution inviolate. 
But this poor, pitiful partnership, if it may be 
called a partnership, set on foot by Mr. Grinnell, 


and tu exist between him and twenty millions of 


people, | would say, but for the respect I have for 
the honorable gentlemen who advocate it, | view 
with infinite disgust; and if it is adopted, 1 doubt 
not that it will be an object of contempt and ridi- 
cule to the whole country, and, indeed, the whole 
civilized world. 


I will not say that I suspect a speculative con- | 
trivance on the part of the projector of this scheme, | 


i} 
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but I confess it seems to me to look a little like it. | 


1 do not say that | doubt whether the gentleman 


who has entered upon this enterprise, has done so || 


marked on the other, that the time has arrived in 
which the movement must be made, if it is to be 
made at all, and also that a careful investigation, 
made by scientific and practical men, has revived 


the hope in Europe and America that the humane 


object can be attained. There can, thea, be no 
delay allowed for considering whether the manner 
of carrying the design into effect could not be 
changed. Let us, then, practically survey the 
case as it comes before us, The Government of 
the United States has really no vessels adapted to 
the purpose. To say nothing of the expense, the 
Government has not time to provide, prepare, or 
equip vessels for the expedition. nder such 
circumstances, a citizen of the United States ten- 
ders to the Government vessels of his own, pre- 
cisely adequate in number, and exactly fitted in 
construction and equipment, for the performance 
of the duty to be assumed. Since he offers them 
to the Government, what reason can we assign for 
refusing them? No reason can be assigned, ex- 
cept that he is too generous,.and offers to give us 
the use of the vessels instead of demanding com- 
pensation for it. Well, sir, if we do not accept 
them, then this enterprise cannot be carried into 
effect; at least not now, probably never. If we 


| do accept them it can be immediately carried into 


| 


with honest intentions and a pure zeal; butlam | 


unwilling to join in the act proposed, because | 
believe, as | have endeavored to make manifest, 


that it will compromit the dignity of the nation, | 


and subject us to ridicule and denunciation, both 
abroad and at home. 

Mr. SEWARD. [am happy to perceive, Mr, 
President, indications all around the Chamber that 
there is no disagreement in regard to the import- 
ance, or in relation to the propriety, of a search 
on the part of this nation, by the Government 
itself, or by individual citizens, for the lost and 
heroic navigator. Since so much is conceded, and 
since I come from the State whence this proposi- 
tion emanates, | desire to notice, in a very few 
words, the objections raised against the mode of 
carrying the pro design into effect. It is 
always the-case, | think, when great objects and 
great enterprises, which are feasible, are hindered 
or defeated, that they are hindered or defeated, 


execution, with a cheering prospect of attaining 
the great object which the United Siates and the 


|| civilized world have such deep interest in securing. 


Then the question resolves itself into this—the 
question raised by the honorable Senator from 


|| Alabama [Mr. Kive]—whether, in seeking so be- 


| neficent an object, it is consistent with the dignity 
| of the nation to combine individual action with 


national enterprise. [| do not think, Mr, Presi- 


_ dent, that that honorable Senator will find himself 
| ubliged to insist upon this objection after he shail 


| 
| 
ii 
H 
i} 
| 
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have carefully examined the bill beforeus. He 
will find that it converts the undertaking mtoa 
national enterprise. The vessels are to be accept- 
ed not as individual property, but as national ves- 
sels. They will absolutely cease to be under the 
direction, management, or control of the owners, 
and will become at once national ships, and for ~ 
the time, at least, and for all the purposes of the 
expedition, a part of the national marine. 

Now, sir, have we not postal arrangemenj{s with 


not so much by want of agreement concerning || various foreign countries carried into effect in the 
the measures themselves, as by diversity of || same way, and is the dignity of the nation com- 









‘and the vessels were fitted out and manned at the 
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mised by them? During the war with Mex 
ico, the Government continually hired ships and | 
steamboats from citizens for military operations. 
Is the glory of that war tarnished by the use of | 
those means? The Government in this case, as | 
in those cases, is in no sense a partner. It as- | 
sumes the whole control of the vessels, and the 
enterprise becomes a national one. The only cir- 
cumstance remaining to be considered is, whether | 
the Government can accept the loan of the ser- | 
vice of the vessels without making compensation. | 
Now, sir, | should not have had the least objec- | 
tion, and indeed it would have been more agreea- 
ble to me if the Government could have made an 
arrangement to have paid a compensation. But I 
hold it to be quite unnecessary in the present case, 
because the character of the person who tenders 
these vessels, and the circumstances and manner | 
of the whole transaction, show that it is not a spec- | 
ulation. No compensation is wanted. It would | 
only be a ceremony on the part of the Government 
to offer it, and a ceremony on the part of the mer- | 
chant to decline it. I am, therefore, willing to | 
march directly to the object, and to assume that | 
these ceremonies have been duly performed, that | 
the Government has offered to pay, and the noble- | 
spirited merchant declined to receive. 
Now, then, is there anything derogatory from | 
the dignity and independence of this nation in em- | 
ploying the vessels? Certainly not, since thatem- | 
ployment is indispensable. If it were not indis- | 
nsable I do not think that the dignity of the | 
Republic would-be impaired; I think, on the con- | 
trary, that it would be enhanced and elevated. It 
is a transaction worthy of the nation, a spectacle 
deserving the contemplation and respect of man- | 
kind, to see that not only does the nation prose- | 
cute, but that it has citizens able and willing to | 
contribute, voluntarily and without compulsion, | 
to an enterprise so interesting to the cause of sci- | 
ence and of humanity. It is, indeed, a new and | 
distinct cause for national pride that an individual | 
citizen, not a merchant prince, as he would be | 
called in some other countries, but a republican | 
merchant, comes forward in this way and moves | 
the Government and coéperates with it. It illus- | 
trates the magnamimity of the nation and of the | 
citizen. Sir, there is nothing objectionable in this | 
feature of the transaction. It results from the | 
character of the Government, which is essentially | 
popular, that there are perpetual debates on the 
question how far measures and enterprises, for | 
purposes of humanity and science, are consistent 
with the constitutional organization of the Govern- 
ment, although they are admitted to be eminently 
compatible with the dignity, character, and intelli- 
gence of the nation. All our enterprises, more or 
less, are carried into execution, if they are carried 
into execution at all, not by the direct action of 
the Government, but by the lending of its favor, | 
countenance, and aid to individuals, to corpora- | 
tions, and to States. Thus it is that we construct | 
railroads and canals, and found colleges and uni- 
versities. 
Nor is this mode of prosecuting enterprises of 
great pith and moment peculiar to this Government. 
‘There was a navigator who went forth from a port 
in Spain, some three or four hundred years ago, | 
on an enterprise quite as doubtful, and quite as 
perilous as this. After trying unsuccessfully | 











several States, he was forced to be content with || 


the sanction, and little more than the sanction and 
patronage of the Court of Madrid. The scanty 
treasures devoted to that undertaking were the | 
private contributions of a Queen and her subjects, 


expense of merchants and citizens, which gave a | 
new world to the kingdom of Castile and Leon. 
Entertaining these views now, whatever my 


stances, | shall vote against a recommittal, and in 
favor of the bill, as the surest way of preventing 
its defeat, and of attaining the sublime and benefi- 
cent object which it contemplates. 

Mr. MILLER said: I am so impressed, Mr. 
President, with the importance of time as regards 
the disposal of this question, that 1 hesitate even 
to occupy the attention of the Senate for a few mo- 
menta, and I only do so for the purpose of correct- 


Senator from Mississippi. I know -his generous 
nature; but I do think that on this occasion 
he hes permitted his feelings of hostility to the | 
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feelings towards humanity. Sir, I will not, on 
this occasion, undertake to review the conduct of the 
Administration; but the honorable Senator knows 
very well that, with all the power the Adminis- 
tration may have, and all the means in their power 


to accomplish this object, they cannot act without | 


the authority of Congress; and if the honorable 
Senator, or any other member, thought this mat- 


ter should have been acted upon at an early day, | 


it was the duty of Congress to act first, and to 
clothe the Executive with power to build these 
ships. But, sir, that has passed, and the question 
is, whether we shall adopt this resolution, and im- 
mediately send forth this expedition for the pur- 
pose of accomplishing this great object, or whether 
we shall throw back this resolution to drag its slow 
course through Congress, in the form of another 
bill, to make an appropriation for the purpose of 
building vessels. For what object? To secure, as 
the Senator says, to the United States the sole 
honor and glory of this expedition. Sir, if this 
expedition is got 7 merely for the honor and 
glory, either to the 
vidual, | will have nothing whatever to do with it. 
Sir, there is a deeper and a higher sentiment that 
has induced the action of Congress on this subject. 
It is to engage in a great work of humanity, to do 
that which is not only being done by the Govern- 
ment of England, but by private individuals, who 
are fitting out expeditions at their own expense, 
and sending them to the northern seas, for the pur- 
pose of discovering the fate of this great man, 
who has periled his life in the cause of science and 
of commerce. 

Mr. President, I have been informed that a 
og expedition is now being fitted out in Eng- 
and under the direction of that great admiral, 


or I may call him the king of the polar seas, || 


Sir James Ross, who is going again to devote 
himself and his life to this perilous expedition. 
Sir, although I have not had heretofore much 
confidence in the success of this expedition, yet 


when I consider the reputation of Sir James || 
Ross, and the fact that he is better acquainted || 


with these seas than any other man living, and 
understanding that he entertains the belief that 
Sir John Franklin and his companions are yet 
alive, and may be,rescued; 1 say, finding such a 
man as Sir James Ross engaged in an expedition 
of this kind, I am not without hope that our efforts 
may, under Providence, be crowned with success, 
But the honorable Senator says that nothing is 
likely to be derived from this expedition but honor 
and glory, and that that is to be divided between the 
Government of the United States and a private 
individual. Sir, is there nothing to be derived 
from the performance of.an act of humanity but 
honor and glory? Sir, it is said that in this in- 
stance both the Government and the individual 
alluded to are engaged in the same work. Well, 


sir, what objection can there be to that connection? | 


Does the honorable Senator from Mississippi envy 
the individual his share of the honor and glory? 
Does he desire to monopolize it all to the United 
States? I hope he has no such feeling as that. 
But, Mr. President, the honorable Senator made 
use of an expression which I think he will with- 
draw. He intimated, if I understood him rightly, 


| some suspicion that this was a matter of specula- 


tion on the part of Mr. Grinnell. 

Mr. FOOTE. | said | had heard such a thing 
suggested; but I do not make any such charge 
myself. 


Mr. MILLER. I have heard this urged as an 


| objection heretofore, but 1 am satisfied that if the 
| Senator from Mississippi knew the character and 


the history of this gentleman, he would not even 
repeat that he had heard such an insinuation. Sir, 


| although this is a liberal donation from an indi- 
opinion might have been under other circum- || 


vidual, the sum need not alarm gentlemen about 


_ after claims. These shipa are but small ships; and 
| it is necessary that they should be small in order 
| that they may be effective. One of them is, I un- 
| derstand, 150 tons, and the other 90 tons. They 
| have cost, I believe, about $30,000. Now, when 
| we find this merchant devoting his property, not 
for the purpose of building ships to convey mer- 


chandise to the markets of the world; when we 


find him retiring from the ordinary course of com- 
ing some views which have been expressed by the || 


mercial pursuit in which all the world is engaged, 


_ and devoting a portion of his fortune to the build- 


ing of ships which can be used for no other purpose 
but in this voyage of humanity, can it be imagined 


Administration to supersede his more generous || that any thought of speculation on his part could 


nited States or to an indi- | 
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have influenced his conduct? No, sir, 
| contrary itis a high and worthy motiy 
_ think it ought to receive the approbation of thi 
_ and all other intelligent Christian nations, to an 
merchant who, while the commercial wor|q ne 
encompassing the = by sea and land iy - 
| of profit and of gold, is dedicating himself to this 
| great object, and devoting a part of his fortune 
the cause of humanity, and offering it to co 
| Ment, not as a bounty, but because the Govern, 
|| ment, with all its means, has not the power and 
| the time to prepare vessels to do this work. Tha; 
| sir, is the object. : 
Now, if we do not accept these ships, there yi); 
_ be an end of this expedition. Sir, shall it be gaig 
_ that this Government has lost such an opportuni: 
as this of exhibiting the deep interest which ie 
| people feel, both in the cause of science and hu- 
| manity, and that, too, at the very time when we 
| are entering into treaties and compacts with all the 
| commercial nations of the world, for the purpose 
| of extending commerce and civilization, opening 
communications of trade from sea to sea? When 
_ the Government is not only doing all this by jis 
/own power, but also acting in concert with oy, 
| private citizens in constructing railroads and 
| canals, and by various other modes extendin 
|| commercial civilization throughout the world, shail 
|| it be said that we, at this moment, refused, through 
| the fear of losing a little honor and glory and na. 
tional dignity, to accept two ships—the only two 
| ships in America that can do the work—in the ac. 
| complishment of this great enterprise? I hope not, 
| Let us not, then, cavil and waste time about these 
|| little matters. If the work is to be done at all jt 
| must be done now, and done, as I conceive, by 
| the adoption of this resolution. 
Mr. FOOTE. I regret very much, Mr. Presi- 
| dent, that the very plain remarks which I had the 
| honor of addressing to the Senate just now, should 
have been so singularly misunderstood by the 
| honorable Senator from New Jersey. I think, 
when that honorable Senator reads in the morning 
prints what I said a few minutes ago, he will him- 
self be surprised that the very explicit phraseology 
| | made use of should have been so astonishingly 
| misconceived by him. The honorable Senator 
|, seems to have understood me as saying that it was 
| constitutionally in the power of the Executive and 
his Cabinet to do all that they proposed on the 
| subject last spring. Now, I did not intend to be 
|| so understood exactly; but I did intend to say that 
| when the President of the United States, in con- 
| formity with what was understood to be the 
unanimous approval of his Cabinet thought proper 
to enlist in this generous enterprise, and became 
virtually the author of a letter characterized by 
| eloquence and good feeling, if by nothing else of 
a nature to give it a claim to respectful considera- 
| tion, 1, in common with every high-spirited man 
in America, as much approved the noble senti- 
ments which were so well expressed in that letter, 
as did the warmest political supporters of those in 
authority. But 1 doubted then whether the Presi- 
dent of the United States, in a moment of gener- 
|| ous impulse, had not gone beyond the powers 
conceded to him as the Executive of the nation, as 
I still do. Notwithstanding this doubt, though, | 
was resolved to raise no opposition to the Admiu- 
istration in connection with this movement. [ 
determined to find no fault with the conduct of the 
Executive. Indeed,I regretted somewhat that the 
strictures of some of the newspapers were so deci- 
dedly acrimonious, as we all recollect them to have 
been, both in relation to the President and the 
members of his Cabinet, to whom I felt inclined 
to give credit for upright intentions in this affair, 
| and a kindly sympathy for sufferings well entitled 
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to be thus tenderly regarded. Sir, I was then 

| prepared, and have remained ready ever since, to 

admit, that had the President resolutely carried 

into execution his original intentions, he would at 

| least have had a fair title to be excused, even by 
those who could not entirely approve his conduct. 
I was prepared to do this myself at any rate to the 
fullest extent. 

And now, sir, I have ventured to declare, and 
| do yet insist, that the failure of the Executive to 
| perform all that he gave the world reason to ex- 
pect at his hands, was a mortifying to me; 
that it was mortifying, as | believed, to many oth- 
ers; and that it must have been even mortifying 
to himself, when he reflected that he had been 
compelled, by any considerations whatever, ‘0 
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aan of a scheme which seemed to have enlisted 
his feelings 80 deeply when first invited to afford 


i, his countenance. After that letter to Lady 


Franklin had been published, and had awakened 


trace the steps he had so nobly taken in the exe- 


| 








called into energetic action somewhat earlier, as he 
might doubuess have done much good, if his pres- 
ent efforts could have been made at a more season- 
able period. 

But another honorable Senator over the way 


so much commendation from the Whig press of || (Mr. Smwarp] has taken it upon himself to urge 


the country, and after the admiration of the civil- 
ized world had been to some extent acquired by 
the Executive of the nation in consequence of this 
jeter, the publication of which had imparted a 
sort of eclat to those in power, I confess that I 
was ony smitten with mortification, to use no 
stronger language, when [ presently saw it an- 
nounced that the Government had resolved to have 
nothing further to do with the affair at all. My 
mortification was deepened stili more when I found 
that the Government had abandoned its own de- 
jiberately-planned scheme, on the ground of its 
want of ability to execute it. I know, sir, that 
the honor of the nation has seriously suffered 
from the circumstances which I have mentioned, 
nor do | think that any who hear me will feel in- 
clined to doubt that such is the fact. Although I 
have for some time past entertained this view of 


the matter, yet I certainly had no intention of || 


complaining, or of uttering a syllable which might 
annoy the sensibilities of gentlemen here or else- 
where. lL was constrained to do so by the unex- 
pected course which the debate of the present hour 
has taken. Iam confident that there are but few 
considerate men in the Republic who will not 
agree with me, that it is at least quite unfortunate 
that the President and his Cabinet did not look 
with a keener scrutiny into the practicability of 
carrying out their original resolve before it was so 
imposingly announced to the world, or that, after 
its announcement, they did not carry it into effect 
without the least delay. 

The honorable Senator from New Jersey seems 
to suspect me of envying the renown which is 
about to be acquired by Mr. Grinnell, and has not 
hesitated to accuse me of employing the language 
of detraction in regard to him. Sir, he is in gross 
mistake upon both points. I envy neither Mr. 
Grinnell nor any other human being, renown ac- 
quired, or renown anticipated; nor have I designed 
to employ a single word in depreciation of Mr. 
Grinnell or his undertaking. I do not know this 
gentleman; but I do not doubt his merits, so fully 
attested as they are before us; nor do I question 
the purity and elevation of his motives. 1am ac- 
cused also of illiberally seeking to secure all the 
glory of the projected expedition to the Govern- 
ment, tothe detriment of the generous-spirited 
person who has been willing to advance so largely 
from his own fortune in furtherance of this phi- 
lanthropic scheme. This is to misrepresent me 
most grossly. I am not desirous of depriving 
Mr. Grinnell of any part of the glory which he 
may be ambitious of acquiring. Iam chiefly so- 
licitous to save the Government from the dishonor 
of playing a poor secondary part in an enterprise 
in which, if it shall participate at all, it should 
embark alone, upon its own responsibility, at its 
own risk of men and money, and everything be- 
side, which the intended expedition may require. 

Bat the honorable Senator from New Jersey 
urges us to immediate action, and insists that the 
least delay in acting upon the resolution before us, 
may be fatal to the whole scheme which he de- 
sires so. ardently to accomplish. I cannot perceive 
the necessity of acting with such extraordinary 
promptitude; and | am somewhat surprised that 
we should be now so vehemently solicited to act 
at once, and without the ordinary opportunity for 
examination an interchange of opinion upon a 
measure which, to say the least, is justly subject 
to not a few objections, which appear to me to be 
more than plausible in their character. Sir, the 
honorable Senator from New Jersey should have 
evinced some part of the solicitude for immediate 
action now evinced by him, some months ago; but 
so far as I know, he has remained perfectly cool 
and unexcited for the last twelve months—even 
Since the correspondence with Lady Franklin saw 
the light, as well as before—and has reserved all 
his zeal in-behalf of the expedition, and all his 
sympathy in behalf of the distinguished navigator, 
whose long absence from his home and family we 
all deplore, in order to exhibit it now, when all 
hope of accomplishing the deliverance of Sir John 
Franklin has wellnigh grown extinct in both hem- 
ispheres. It is certainly a little unfortunate that 

gentleman’s sympathies were not 
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that the mode of doing any particular thing is not 
very important, and, with something of a display 
of philosophic gravity, he recommends to us, as a 
rule for the guidance of our conduct in general, that 
if we cannot attain a desired object in the mode 
preferred by ourselves, to be contented with at- 
taining it in such other mode as may turn out to 

most convenient. Now, I differ with the hon- 
orable gentleman materiall 
delicate 


| 


| 
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upon this somewhat || 
int. Iam of opinion that the mode of | ported that there were no such ships in the navy of 


887 


— 


it was proposed to them to make for those lost 
mariners, and that all that the Executive goverr- 
ment of the United States could do, within the 
~— of its constitutional powers, it would prompt- 
ly do, in order to meet this call upon the,skill, en- 
terprise, and courage of American navigators. That 
is the promise—the whole promise. None other 
can be found in any letter that passed between 
the Executive of the United States and Lady 
Franklin, or “7 other published document. What, 
then, did the President do? He directed certaia 
naval officers to examine and report whether 
there were any ships in the navy of the Uni- 
ted States that would be fit and proper to send on 
an exploration of this kind. Those officers re- 


doing a thing, the manner in which an object de- || the United States. The President was satisfied 
sirable in itself may be attained, is almost as im- || (and every member of Congress must know such 
portant a matter as the thing which is sought. A | to be the case) that there was no appropriation 


| good object, ene by improper means, 


looses its intrinsic ¢ 


of men, become utterly valueless in the estimation | 


of all virtuous minds when it is found that they 
can only be reached by the performance of acts of 


| 


‘| which could be applied to the purchasing and 
aracter entirely. Those ob- | 
jects which most awaken the ambitious aspirations || 


equipping vessels for this purpose. Now, sir, it 
may be that Lady Franklin was not sufficiently 
acquainted with our constitutional form of Govera- 
ment, and the limited powers of our Executive, to 
understand precisely the amount of the general as- 


To || surance given by the Secretary of State, in his letter 


illustrate: a speech delivered in this body, or else- || to her in behalf of the President, that the Executive 
where, may be, and doubtless is, a very excellent i would promptly do whatever his constitutional 


thing in itself, but the most tr we harangue, 
prepared for the accomplishment of low and vicious 


} 
} 


i 
| 
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power authorized him to doin this matter. She may 
ave supposed that the Executive of this country 


purposes, and replete with impure, profane, | had as much power as the Crown of Great Britain, 
|| and that, if he had a disposition to employ a nava! 


or demoralizing sentiment, which chances to be 
delivered in a cold and unnatural manner; in the 


judgment of all right-minded men, becomes in the | 


one case a positive curse, and in the other more an 
object of disgustthan of admiration. It is the man- 


shall embark in this enterprise to which I object, 
and I flatter myself I have stated objections on this 


i 


|| force for that purpose, he might do so without any 


application to Congress. If such was her impres- 


|| Sion, it must be charged to her want of acquaint- 
|| ance with the constitutional forms of our Govern- 
ner in which it is proposed that the Government | 


head which will not be wholly disregarded by the | 
members of this body, though it is evident that 
honorable gentlemen are already too far commit- | 


ted to warrant anything like a strong hope that 
this ill-omened measure will be now arrested in its 
course 

Mr. PEARCE, 
that the Senator from Mississippi has done great 


ment and the powers of our Executive. 


But, 


|| certainly, it is not to be implied from that letter that 


the President of the United States possessed the 
power constitutionally to send out such an expe- 
dition as that which she desired, and which it 
would have gratified the President to dispatch on 
this errand of humanity. The letter is not, how- 
ever, capable of such a construction. It gives a 


| very cautious promise—a promise to do that which, 


It seems to me, Mr. President, || 


injustice to the President of the United States, in || 


the remarks which he has just made. He says 
that the ** Executive has failed to redeem the prom- 
ises which he made to Lady Franklin, and has 
retreated disgracefully from the scheme so boldly 
adopted.” 

Mr. FOUTE, (interposing.) I would suggest 
to the honorable Senator that | did not say ‘* the 
Executive had retreated disgracefully.”’ 

Mr. PEARCE. I certainly so understood the 
honorable Senator. 


Mr. FOOTE. I said that the Executive had 


‘* retreated’’ from the position which he had taken, | 


and not that he had “ retreated disgracefully.’’ 
Mr. PEARCE. 
Senator as caying that the Executive had retreated 
disgracefully. “ 
without his perceiving it. He, however, charges 
the Executive with having failed to redeem prom- 
ises which he made. Now, sir, it requires only a 
little examination of the facts to show that the Ex- 


redeemed, has entered into no scheme from which 
he has retreated. We all recollect that the appli- 
cation of Lady Franklin was made to the President 
of the United States in April of last year. 
promptly replied to by the Secretary of State on the 


It was | 


in the exercise of his constitutional power, the Ex- 
ecutive had a right to do. 
The President sought to ascertain whether it 


|| was within the means of the Executive to send out 


| such an expedition. 


He found that it was not. 
But if he had sent out such a one, he would have 


|, been denounced as violating that Constitution, 
|| which limited his power so much more narrowly 
|| than those of other countries limited the power of 


|| their Executives. 
i} do? 


What next did the President 
Why, almost as soon as Congress was or- 


|| ganized, he sent a communication to us, dated the 
|| 4th of January, I think, in which he sent us copies 


| 


\| of the letter of Lady Franklin, and the Secretary 


of State’s reply, and of the correspondence with 


|| Mr. Crampton, the British Chargé d’Affaires. 


1 certainly understood the | 


Here was an appeal made directly to Congress, 


|| and if there is anything discreditable to the Gov- 


he word must have escaped him | 


ernment of the United States in their failure to 


|; send out an expedition for the relief of these un- 
| fortunate mariners, the discredit should attach, not 
|| to the Executive, but to the Congress of the United 
|| States, and the Senator from Mississippi must bear 
ecutive has made no promises which he has not | 
|| the Senate. 


i 


part of the President. Now, sir, what promise was || 


made in that letter ? 


It is to that letter and to that | 


letter alone, that we are to look for any promise of | 


the Executive. 


It is to that letter to which we are | 


the discredit equally with every other member of 


I understood the honorable Senator to ask the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Murcer] why he 


| had not introduced some project of this kind be- 


fore; why he had not done this two years ago, or 
one year ago? I will answer for the Senator from 
New Jersey. There was no call then for the 
sympathy of any people for the rescue of Sir 
John Franklin. His cruise had not then been so 


look for any scheme, if any was proposed. In || prolonged, as to require any extraordinary exer- 
that letter the Secretary of State very properly ex- | 
pressed to Lady Franklin the sympathy which her | 


appeal had excited in the bosom of the President || 





of the United States, and assured her of his con- | ' ; t 
viction that the whole people of the United States | sympathy which we promised, the discredit rests 


responded with like sympathy to that ap 
what promise did he make? He assur 

the Government of the United States would take 
measures to circulate her appea é 
among the people of the United States, arnong its 


| navigators, and particularly among its whalers. 





information in his 
any service to our navigators in the search which 


tions to search for him. But just as promptly as 
the attention of Congress could be called to this 
subject, it was called to it by the President of the 
United States. If we have failed to afford that 


eal. But |} with us, the Congress, and each one of us must 
her that || take our share of it. Sir, it was competent for 


the Congress of the United States to put means 


] far and wide || into the hands of the President, to carry out 


|| this liberal and benevolent desire—not scheme, 
|| because no scheme was entertained by him. The 
| He also assured her that the Executive would || failure is ours, and the discredit attaches to us, I 
uke means to circulate, equally widely, all the | 


ion which would be of | 
| 


| 


hope the Senator from ng will perceive 
that he has done injustice to the President of the 
United States, and will recall it. 












Mr YULEE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. FOOTE. I trast my friend will allow me 
for a moment to reply to the Senator from Mary- 
land. 

Mr. YULEE. Certuinly. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I thought I had 
been extremely cireumspect in my remarks this 
morning, and certainly | had no disposition to say 
anything offensive to the President or anybody 
elae; but, somehow or other, | am so unfortunate 
as not to be able to say anything that is not mis- 
apprehended by some member of this body. I 
certainly have not intended to say one word of un- 
kindness or of discourtesy towards the President. 
The members of this body and the country at 
large, if they have done me the honor to look at 
my poor doings here, are perfectly aware of the 
fact thet I have at no time manifested a disposition 
to present what may be called a factious opposi- 
tion to the Administration. From the day of the 
inauguration of President Taylor, | have never 
used language in relation to him either disrespect- 
ful or ankind, nor have I been otherwise than 





courteous and forbearing towards the members of | 


his Cabinet. When speaking of their acts I have 
felt bound to employ none but proper and parlia- 


mentary language; nor have | used any other lan- | 


guage on this occasion. I did not say, as | have 
been understood as saying by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maryland—at least I certainly did not 
intend to say—that the conduct of the President 
had been at all of a disgraceful character. Had | 
employed so harsh a term, I should have used 
language at variance with those sentiments of per- 


sonal esteem which I have ever desired to cherish | 


for the First Magistrate of the Republic. 


I did | 


declare, in language which | deemed both pariia- | 


mentary and proper, that the injudicious manner 
in which this whole affair had been conducted, 
from the beginning to the present moment, must 
result in more or less of national discredit. That 
was the fullest extent of the language used by me, 
if indeed I used language such as | designed to 
employ. 1 did not call in question either the mo- 
tives, patriotism, or capacity of the President; and 
the harshest observation which fell from me was 
to suggest the probability of his having yielded 
too much to the generous impulses of the moment, 
and been thus inveigled into promising more than 
he was really able to execute; and that this, 
though quite amiable in itself, and not to be 
harshly censured, was yet unfortunate for the 
country, and not et in harmony with the 
principles of stern and solid statesmanship. This 
1s the extent of my reprehensions, if indeed | 
have used terms of reprehension at all. How, 
under the circumstances existing, I could say less 
than I did, | am not able to understand. Enter- 
taining a decided opinion that the particular act 
of the Administrauon to which I referred was 
unfortunate, and not well considered before it had 
been resolved upon, [ am not able to discover 
how I could have declared this opinion in lan- 
guage less exceptionable, or which would have 
been more agreeable to the tastes of honorable 
gentlemen here. 

if gentlemen wish me to praise the President 
and his Cabinet for doing that which I hold it not 
proper to do; if they demand that | should com- 
mend the Executive for what | conceive to be one 
of the unfortunate acts of this Administration, 
(and all Administrations must commit some unfor- 
tunate acts;) if they wish me to say, as 1 said in 
the first place, that it was a gratifying thing to me, 
as it certainly was, to see the letter addressed b 
the Secretary to Lady Franklin, and published in 


next breath, say that it was equally gratifying to 
me to find that the promises clearly intimated ia 


standing, | equally approved afterwards that a 
year was suffered to elapse without employing the 
necessary means of Tee this generous design 
into execution,—they ask more at my hands than 
1 am willing to perform, even to secure their ap- 
probation; because, sir, I should, by pursuing such 


a zigzag atid inconsistent course, involve myself in || jected to by some of the Democratic presses of 


comradictions and absurdities which would be 
protams disgraceful to me and deserving of pub- 
ic reprobation. But the Senator says that no 
such promises as those to which I have referred 


|| interpretation. 
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were made by the Executive. [ ask leave of him 
| to say that in this he isclearly mistaken. Distinct 
ae were made, and they were understood to 
| is the language of Lady Franklin, in her letter to 
| the President, inviting his attention to the unfor- 
tunate condition of her husband? 1! will read ah 
extract or two from her letter, in order to ascertain 
the real meaning of the answer to that letter, pre- 
pared and published under the official signature of 
the Secretary of State. It will not do to tear a 


} 





|| single letter, as the honorable Senator from Mary- 
|| land has done, from the correspondence with which 


it stands connected, inorder to determine its proper 
We must have the whole corre- 
spondence before us, in order to understand its veri- 
table import. Now, in the letter of Lady Frank- 
lin, after referring to a great variety of details, not 
necessary to be brought to notice on the present 
occasion, this language is used: 

“The Board of Admiralty, under a conviction of this fact, 
has been induced to offer a reward of £20,000 sterling to 
any ship or ships, of any eountry, or to any exploring party 
whatever, which sball render efficient assistance to the 
missing ships, or their crews, or to any portion of them.” 


It will be seen presently what she intended, and 
what she desired and expected this Government 
to do: 


« This announcement, which, even if the sum had been 
doubled or trebled, would have met with public approbation, 
comes, however, too late for our whalers, which had unfor- 
tunately sailed before it ws issued, and which, even if the 
news should overtake them at their fishing grounds, are 
| totally unfitted tor any prolonged adventure, having only a 
few months’ provision ou board, and no additional clothing. 
| To the American whalers, both in the Atlantic and Pacific, 

f look with more hope, as competitors for the prize, being 
well aware of their numbers aud strength, their thorough 
equipment, and the bold spirit of enterprise which animates 
their crews. But I venture to look even beyond these. I 


|| am not without hope that you will deem it not unworthy of 


|| a great and kindred nation to take up the cause of bumanity 


| 
i 
; 


|| thies of the rulers and the people of any portion of the civ- 
|; lized world.” 


' 
i 


} 





‘| assumed in this debate, than does the eloquent 


| further: 


| 
'} 


| 
i 


the newspapers of the country; and then, in the | 


1} 
that letter were, after all, not to be realized; if they | 
wished me to say that 1 approved of the original | 
determination of the President to fit out vessels for | 
the execution of this scheme, and that, notwith- || 
| 


} 





| which J plead, in a national spirit, aud thus generously make 
it your own.” 

Not that we would “ take up the cause of hu- 
manity”’ after twelve months should have elapsed 


of the answer to that letter; not that we should 
limit our action to following the lead of some pri- 
vate individual, however respectable, and playing 
a mere subordinate part in this great nauional pro- 
| ject; but that we should go into it, as a great and 


| from the reception of her letter, and her reception 
| 
| 


| magnanimous nation, acting in a ‘* national spirit”’ 
|—making all the glory of the undertaking our 


own, now and forever. Why, | presume to say, 
sir, that the very eloquent language of Lady 
Franklin is, in substance, correspondent with what 
{ have had the honor of urging upon this occasion; 
indeed, 1 could not say anything which would 
more efficiently sustain the position which I have 


language of this accomplished lady. She says 


“IT must here, in gratitude, adduce the example of the 
imperial Ru-sian Government, which, as 1 am led to hope 
|-by his excellency, the Russian ambassador in London, who 
forwarded a memorial on the subject, will send out explo- 
ring parties this summer, from the Asiatic side of Behring’s 
strait northward, in search of the lost vessels.’’ 


Here is the plan which she indicated, and we 
| shall see presently how the Secretary responded 
| to it: 
| Tt would (she says) be a noble spectacie to the world, 
| if three great nations, possessed of the widest empires on 
the face of the globe, were thus to unite their efforts in the 
| truly Christian work of saving their perishing fellow-men 
| from destruction.” 


| The idea here is clearly presented, that the task 
| to be executed is not to be that of a private citizen 
of the United States, or of this Government sim- 
| ply codperating with a private individual, but of 
| the Government itself, carrying it on in a real na- 
| tional spirit. 

| Now, how runs the letter in reply to this? I 
will merely read an extract or two to elucidate 
the point now under consideration. In Mr, Clay- 
| ton’s letter, dated April 25th, 1849, to Lady 
Franklin, it is said: 


* The appeal made in the letter with which you have 
| honored him, is such as would strongly enlist the ‘sympa- 





| The word ‘ rulers’’ in this letter, I well recol- 
lect, was, at the time of its first appearance, ob- 


| the country. Itwas supposed that our Govern- 
ment was becoming a little too national, if not even 
monarchical, in its tendencies; though, | confess, 
i did not myself see any great impropriety in 


| be promises by the whole civilized world. What: 





such a use of the word ralers; but all wil! reco). 
lect that the peculiar phraseology of the letter Was 
such as to attract particular attention at the time 
and to convey the imptession of nationality in ; 
manner most emphatic indeed. it Citas 
to me, that if ever there was a letter which coald 
be called a national one, and written in thor. 
oughly national spirit, it is this same letter of the 
Secretary of State. From it I read as follows. 
“To the citizens of the United States, who share 
largely in the emotions which agitate the public tind of 
your own country, the name of Sir John Franklin: acteae 
ende red by his hervie virtues, and the sufferings and Pow 
fices which he has eneountered for the benetit of mankind, 
The appeal of his wife and daushier in their distress, j,., 
b-en borne across the waters, asking the assistance os 


kindred people te save the brave men who embarked wei 


unfortunate expedition, and the people of the United wns 


who have watched with the deepest interest that hazardous 
enterprise, will now respond to that appeal, by the expres. 
sion of their united wishes that every proper effort may h 
made by this Government for the reseue of your husband 
and his eompanions.’? 


Let me call attention to a single line of the ex. 
tract I have just read: ‘* That every effort may be 
made by this Government for the rescue of your 
husband and his companions.’’ The question is 
then, what, in the estimation of the overnment 
of that period, would have amounted to * proper 
efforts’’ to attain that interesting object? Wh 
the honorable Senator from Maryland himself has 
admitted everything for which | have contended 
on this point. He says that the Government eon. 
templated at the time that proper efforts would be 
such as he hae himself descrived as having at first 
been resolved upon by the President. Why was 
it proposed to fit out ships belonging to our own 
navy for the purpose of proceeding on an ex. 
ploring expedition in quest of Sir John Franklin? 
We know that this was aetually thought of, inde- 
pendent of what the Senator from Maryland has 
confessed. This was the avowed policy of the 
Executive and his Cabinet originally, and in fur. 
therance of which they acted for a short period of 
time ; and I hold in my hand a statement just 
supplied to me of the actual decision of the board 
of naval officers whose attention had been spe- 
cially called to this matter. Fhe naval board de- 
cided, first, that no ships were ready for an expedition 
of such a character ; 2dly, that by the time the proper 
ships could be got ready it would be too late fur the 
enterprise; 3dly, if the ships were ready they had no 
constitulional power to send them out for such a pur- 

Se. 

In the reply to the letter of Lady Franklin, in 
which the promise was given that all suitable efforts 
would be made in behalf of the American people 
to secure a participancy in this splendid scheme of 
humanity, no constitutional difficulty was sug- 
gested; and | presume that when the attempt was 
made to get together the proper ships for the exe- 
cution of what had been clearly pronounced, no 
constitutional difficulties suggested themselves to 
the minds of the President and his advisers. 
Months elapsed before the naval officers were 
convened; months elapsed after the appearance of 
the Secretary’s letter, before they discovered the 
constitutional difficulty alluded to; after which the 
President and his Cabinet fairly yielded up the 
whole scheme. And now we are invoked not to 
sustain the President and his Cabinet in the 
scheme to which they originally pledged them- 
selves—not to recognize the power to send out 
the Government ships, a8 was originally intended 
to be done, but simply to act in aid of a private 
individual who has planned this new and distinct 


roject. 

5 Mr. PEARCE. 1 aek the Senator whether the 
message of the President, submitted on the 4th of 
January, did not invite the action and codperation 
of Congress in this matter? Was it not then in 
the power of this body to have authorized him to 
take the steps which were intimated im the letter 
to Lady Franklin? 

Mr. TE. 1 am perfectly aware of these 
facts. It still appears, however, that the original 
Executive scheme was not executed; that it was 
held in reserve for months; aud that no constitu- 
tional difficulty was discovered until it was sug- 
gested by the Naval Board. It still appears, too, 
that the original scheme, for some reason, has not 
been executed up to the present time; and, there- 
fore, | repeat what | have already asserted, that It 
must ‘be apparent to every one that the Govern- 
ment has retraced its steps, and has more or less 
disreputably receded from the scheme of its own 
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ning. | did not say it was disgraceful to any 
e put thatit was disreputable ina national point 
oad thus to abandon a scheme so deliberately 
of ted, and to decline the performance of a 
the immediate fulfillment of which has been 
wiatinctly promised. But, sir, let me ask, if no 
a abandonment of the original plan of the Ad- 
mistration has oceurred, how does. it happen 
- though the President has specially recom- 
yore this subject to the consideration of Con- 
ress, bis particular friends in this and the other 
House have not followed up his recommendations ? 
pid anybody understand it to be more than a 
nere brutum fulmen, a mere formal suggestion, not 
expected to lead to any decided action? If it was 
ezarded as & serious recommendation, or as in- 


yeded to attain any purpose bsyond saving ap- 


pearances, and avoiding the charge of ridiculous | 


inconsistency, Why is it that no friend of the Ad- 
ministration has urged upon us the propriety of 
carrying out the original scheme? I aver again 
that | have not used language disrespectful to the 
President of the United States. | insist that it is 
most apparent that the Administration has been in- 
consistent with itself in regard to this matter,and that 
itis now quite evident, that if certain Senators on 
this floor traly represent the wishes and sentiments 
of the Executive of the nation, as | presume they 
do, that they are now urging a project wholly at 
war with the one which the President originally 
recommended. Either the Senators from Mary- 
land and New Jersey are acting in conformity with 
the ascertained sentiments of the President and the 





Cabinet, or they arte not. If they are, then it is 


most clear that the mere formal suggestion of the || 


President in his message, to which the Senator 


fom Maryland has alluded, was not expected to || 


be carried out, and it is equally clear and true also, 
that the President and his Cabinet advisers have— 
not disgracefully, but injudiciously or otherwise, 
as gentlemen may choose to describe it—aban- 
doned the ground they at first occupied. 
wo honorable Senators referred to are net now 
acting in conformity with the views and wishes of 
the Administration, then they are acting in oppo- 
sition to their views and wishes; in which case I 
beg leave to admonish them, that they are in the 
predicament of other Senators on this floor, and of 
several members of the House, and are in danger 
of crimination, reproach, ridicule, and even coarse 
denunciation, for not standing up as ‘‘ good Whigs’’ 
in support of the whole policy of the Administration. 

Is it not a facet that there are certain papers, 


published not far distant from this Hall, and one | 


of them within the limits of this city, which under- 


take to find fault with the most illustrious mem- | 


bers of this body for presuming to think and to 


act independently and conscientiously in opposi- || 


uuon to Executive recommendations, torecommend- 
ations made without consulting them, and which, 
had they been duly consulted, they never could 
have sanctioned? Are not several most diatin- 
guished members of thie body—grave, highminded, 
and venerated statesmen—daily censured, ridiculed, 
and reviled, in certain well-known and leading 
Administration prints, for daring to entertain and 
\o avow opinions in conflict with the wretched 
non-action policy of the Administration, which 
has almost ingulfed the country in the horrors of 


disunion? Has not a certain northern print, the | 
acknowledged organ of a certain personage now | 
, and to whom I will not now more || 
particularly allude, repeatedly censured these time- | 
honored patriots for undertaking, in opposition to | 


in my heart 


the wishes and designs of unprincipled factionists, 
to secure the peaceful and honorable settlement of 
all those questions which have so long disturbed 
the peace of the country and involved our free in- 
stitutions in such serious peril? Do the Senators 
from Maryland and New Jersey expect to escape 
decrial and harsh obloquy, when their honored 
associates here have been so cruelly dealt with ? 
Can they reasonably expect to escape denuncia- 
tion if, in truth, what they have at present uttered 
1s not altogether in unison with what is called the 
policy of the President? I fear that it will be 
shortly said of them, as of their compeers, that 
they are not true Whigs; that they do not faith- 
fully support the Administration; and that they do 
hot bear true allegiance to the powers that be. 
They too are in danger of being discountenanced, 


denounced, and ridiculed. But it may be, and | | 
certainly think such to be the fact, that they are | 
really carrying out the present views of the Ad- | 





If the |) 


| 


| 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ministration. If go, | mast repeat that it is most 
clear that the Administration does not oceupy the 
ground now which it did twelve months ago on 
this subject; and, indeed, | am ashamed of having 
talked so long in order to establish a proposition 
so evidently true as almost to be beyond contra- 
diction. 

Mr. PEARCE. I know about as little of the 
wishes of the Executive as the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi. | derive my knowledge of the views of 
that officer from his communications to Congress, 
and from no other source. It is no part of the 
duty, | presume, of a member of the Senate of the 
United States, to make application to the Execu- 
tive for information as to views, It is the duty of 
the Executive to communicate his views to Con- 
greas, if he thinks it for the welfure or honor of 
the Government that they should be communicated, 
Neither do | recognize any allegiance which re- 
| quires me to advocate, contrary to my own im- 
| pressions, such views as the President may 
privately entertain, or publicly express. This is 
not a matter of party action. Even if there were 
any party allegiance, this is nota subject for its 
action. Itis an appeal to humanity, which ad- 





|| dresses itself to the heart—as much to that of the 


| Senator from Mississippi as to any Whig in the 
| Senate. The fact is, the President of the United 
| States communicated to the Senate, in his message 

referred to of the 4th of January, 1850, the only 
views which he entertained, so far as | know; and 
then he suggested to Congress, briefi y but pointedly, 
as it was then in session, the propriety and expe- 


dition for the search of the missing ships, and their 
officers and crews. ‘The appeal then was directly 
made, not to any party, but to the whole Senate, 
the Senator from Mississippi as well as any other. 

Mr. FOOTE. ‘The Senator has misunderstood 
me, if he thinks | averred that this was a party 
measure, or one that had a party character. | did 


ommendations and the consequences of disregarding 
them. ‘The President recommended the non action 
| policy in regard to the territorial governments, and 
i will ask the Senator if men, who are known as 


accordance with that policy of non-action, are not 
daily denounced, and violently, too, in more than 
one newspaper understood to express the views of 
the Administration ? 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not see any .connection 
| between the two subjects. Be that as it may, | 
entertain precisely the same views and principles 
in regard to that as | have expressed in regard 
to this. I do not acknowledge that it con- 
stitutes a part of the Executive duty to dictate 
any measure to Congress, but | do recognize his 
right and duty to present to Congress his views on 
great national subjects; and | also recognize the 
duty of Congress, where it concurs with him in 
Opinion, to carry out those views, as far as it has 

the constututional power, So far do | go, and no 
further. 

One farther remark. The Senator from Missis- 
| sippt certainly did, though perhaps without intend- 
ing it, present this as a subject of appeal to the 

higs, and therefore it was fair to presume that 
he inferred it to by a party measure. | have only to 
say that the Senate did the only thing it could do 
when this message was received. it took the usual 
course; that is to say, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. Everybody knows that 
the Whig party is powerless in the Senate. We 
|| are in a minority, and in a minority, | believe, in 
every committee in the body, and certainly in the 
|| Committee on Naval Affairs. 1 will not say that 

we committed the lamb to the wolf; | will not 
make that insinuation: but | do say that, as it was 











fairs, in which the Whigs are not in a majority, 
and where they cannot control this matter, if there 
is any responsibility for non-action in the case, it 
devoives not on the Whigs of the Senate, or of that 
committee, but on the other party. 

Mr. FOOTE. 
a moment—— 





Mr. PEARCE. A single sentence, and I have 


| done. However, | will give way. 
Mr. FOOLE. 1 do-not wish to be understood 








best Democrats in both Houses, men whom | 





diency of an appropriation for fiuing out an expe- |) 


not pretend to say so; 1 referred to Executive rec- || 






distinguished Whig leaders, and who do not actin |) 


referred to a committee, such as thaton Naval Af- 


Will the Senator permit me for 


| a8 representing this as a party measure, for | have 
not so intended. Indeed, i know that many of the 
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to say was, that if the Senator did not act in accord- 
ance with the President’s recommendation, or if he 
acted in opposition to it, he would be as deserving 
of censure as other individuals who have been 
censured. ‘That does not prove that they or he 
are deserving of censure; and, on the contrary, I 
think they have been most grossly and unjustly 
censured and denounced. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President —— 

Mr. YULEE. Will the Senator permit me—— 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will yield the floor to the 
Senator. T was going to suggest the propriety of 

| taking up the unfinished business. 

Several Senators. Let us finish thie, 

Mr. YULEE. 1 presume it is desirable to dis- 
pose of this matter, and | will detain the Senate but 
amoment. I must say that I regret the necessity 
| under which I am placed, by a remark of the Sen- 
ator from Maryland, to interpose in defence of the 
Naval Committee, in reference to its action on this 
matter, and for the purpose of defending them from 
a very direct charge made by that Senator. 

Mr. PEARCE. Will the Senator allow me to 
explain? 

r. YULEE. Certainly. 

Mr. PEARCE. I had intended to have ex- 
plained before I sat down, but the Senator from 
Mississippi desired me to give way, and I thought 
it as well not to resume again. [intended to say 
that I meant no invidious reference to the com- 
mittee. [do not know why their decision on the 
subject has been thus delayed, but I take it for 
granted it was for goed and sufficient cause. 

Mr. YULEE. ‘lhe Senator may take it quite 
| for granted. But I deem it due to the committee, 
and to the Senate, to say, that immediately after the 
reference of this subject to the committee, I had an 
interview with the Secretary of the Navy, by di- 
rection of the naval commitiee. Afterwards | was 
directed by the committee to communicate with 
| him in writing. I did so, and to that letter, acopy 

of which I havein my hand, no reply has yet been 
received. 1 think it proper that this letter should 
be read, in order that the blame of the delay should 
rest where it belongs: 
«“ Wasninoton, February 15, 1850. 

“Sir: Taminstructed by the Committee of the Senate on 
| Naval Affairs to call your attention to the encloned copy of 

& message from the President of the United States, and to 
inquire whether your department is possessed of any late 
| information respecting the fate of the expedition commanded 
by Sir John Franklin; whetherthe department has matured 
any plan for the participation by tue Government in the 
| proposed search; and if so, the particulars aud estimated 
cust of the plan are desired ; and parucularly whether, trom 
the information accessible to the depariment, it is deemed 
probable that an expedition dispatched in search of the 
missing party would be of any avail, The committee beg 
leave to inquire also from you, as being information likely 
to have been sought by the Executive before the subject was 
submitted to Congress, and which it is supposed would be 
preserved in your department, whether any reports have 
been received by the Brilish Government irom the -everal 
divisions of the expedition of search fitted out in 1848, or 
from either of them, and whether any other expedition 
having the same objeet in view, has been lately dispatched 
by the British Goverument?”’ 

To that ietter no reply has yet been received. 
| Shortly after its transmission to the Navy Depart. 
| ment, I believe the Secretary of the Navy was 
taken sick, and was probably for some week or 
two confined to his home; and it is possible that 
may be the reason why the communication has 
| been overlooked, and no reply has yet been re- 
ceived by the committee upon which action could 
be reported to the Senate. 

Now, sir, as | am up, | will make an observa- 
| tion or two in regard to the matter before the Sen- 
| ate. I must confess that this resolution commends 
itself to my favor and support, from the very cir- 
cumstances under which it comes before us. [ 
think the magnanimous and generous act of Mr. 
Grinnell, deserves, as the Senator from Kentucky 
has remarked, the encouragement and approbation 
of this body. I think, sir, it is an act which itlius- 
trates and dignifies the character of the American 
merchant and citizen, and one which wiil reflect 
honor upon the nation to which he belongs. | am 
attracted therefore to the support of this resolution 
by the very considerations which seem with some 
— to influence their opposition to it. 

here are considerations with me which would 
strongly incline me against any expenditure to- 
‘wards an expedition of the kind proposed. Inthe 
first place, | think the expedition would be utterly 
hopeless of effect. Siw John Franklin left England 
in the spring of 1845, with a personnel of one hun- 








highly respect, are in favor of it. Alii intended || dred and thirty-eight persons, and with provisioas 
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that they were exploring in a region in which it is | 
impossible that exhausted supplies could be re- | 
plenished. A period of two years has alread 
passed beyond that for which they were peovided, 
and six months more at least must expire before 
this expedition can reach the place of search. | 
Now, | take it to be impossible that the unfortu- 

nate expedition can be yet in existence, or that.any 

search which may be made can by any possibility | 
be fruitful of success. But I think, also, that | 
ample means have already been provided, and all | 
the essistance which humanity or hope might in- 


spire. An expedition, divided into three parts, 
sailed from Great Britain in 1847 or 1848, another 
expedition sailed two or three months ago, and 
two more expeditions are in progress of prepara- 
tion in Great Britain, and probably one of them is 
now under way. I think it probable that this is 
all which humanity might require. But I shall, 
nevertheless, vote for this resolution; and I shall | 


vote for it not only because it is almost without || 


cost 19 the Government, but because it may also 
result in important advantages to our commercial 
interests. The vessels, | understand, will be 
manned with a crew of fifteen each, making in the 
whole thirty men only. It must be acknowledged 
that we have many more officers in the navy than 
the necessities of the service can employ. The 
service will be actually benefited by the employ- 
ment of some of the officers in this expedition— 
perilous and dangerous, I agree, but yet honorable 
to them and advantageous to the country. These 
officers are receiving their. pay whether in service 
or not. The personnel of the navy, so far as the | 
seamen are concerned, is limited by act of Con- 
gress to seven thousand five hundred men, and no 
more can be employed. The whole amount of 
this matter, then, will be, that thirty of these seven 
thousand five hundred men will be employed in | 
this, instead of some other service, and recieve only 

the remuneration which they would recieve else- | 
where in other situations. So that, in fact, the 
expedition will be without cost to the Government, | 
and will be in every respect advantageous to it. 
But, sir, more than this. It is not at all unlikely 
that this expedition may reach beyond the icy 
barrier into open seas, which may open to our | 
varied interests a very large field from which in- 
creased benefits may be derived. 


tion is gotten up. The vessels are better suited 
than vessels usually have been for the purpose of 
exploring these seas. The officers selected are 
young, and have a fame to acquire, and, as I am 
told, are very competent and able commanders. 
The expedition, therefore, will go forth with great 
hope of benefit to the commercial interests of the 
country. 

But, sir, there is another reason why we may 
with propriety accede to the request made by Mr. 
Grinnell, or rather by a very large and respectable 
number of citizens of New York, who have peti- 
tioned the Senate on the subject. It is this: [ 
understand it to be material to the success of an ex- 
pedition going into these seas and exploring these 
shores for three years, and exposed to extreme 
hazard, that the strict discipline of the navy and 
the power of the Government should go with it, to 
hold the crew to the service in which they engage. 
it is believed that it would not be practicable, if the 
men were bound only by the ties of the commer- 
cial service, to hold them in all the perils and hard- 
ships which they must incur in these frozen seas 
for a period of three years. Now this considera- | 
tion is of itself persuasive to the Senate to accord 
to this expedition the aid which is proposed. It is | 
true that American whaling expeditions go out, and 





that discipline is maintained in them during a long 
voyage and great hardship and peril, but this 
arises from the peculiar system under which the 
business has grown into importance and value. It is 
because every man on board is interested, as a 
shareholder, in maintaining discipline and prosecu- 
ting the enterprise toa successful termination. With 
these observations, without detaining the Senate 
further, I shall give my vote for the resolution as it 
stands before the Senate. 

The resolution was then read a third time, and 
the question recurred on its ‘ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
before the vote is taken, I wish briefly to state the 
views which decide my course. While | agree 
with all that has been said in admiration of the en- 


It is the more || 
probable, from the manner in which the expedi- || 
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for three years. It will be remembered by the Senate ] me 





terprise and genius of the lost captain of the British 

/navy,and sympathize with all the feeling which 
has found expression as connected with this mat- 

ter, there is a consideration with me that is beyond 

all this. So far as merchant vessels may enter into 
this search, they have already sufficient induce- 
| ment, not merely in the trade which they may 
rosecute, but in the prospect of the reward which 

| 1s offered. I have more hope from the enterprise 
| of Yankee whalers than from a national expedition. 
| But itis not of the probability of success that 1 
would speak. This is a proposition that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States shall enter into a 
| search for the lost seamen of Great Britain. Now, 
while we have explorers upon land and sea of our 
own, whose fate is involved in uncertainty, and 
who, though not so well known to the world at 
large, have in their own circle eyes that watch and 

weep for them as sincerely and anxiously as do 
| others for the more distinguished, and who, having 
the highest claims upon our Government, are lost 
—perhaps captives among the savage, and yet re- 
| main unsought for—I hope that the efforts of the 
Government, the means of the treasury, will first 

| be expended for them. The sun of our Govern- 
| ment should shine equally upon all its citizens, but 
| constitutionally it shines only upon them—it has 
| no rays to lend to those who owe no allegiance to 


| 
| 
i 





our flag; surely none until it has lighted all within 
| the proper sphere of its illumination. The British 
| Government has done much—much has been done 

and is doing by private enterprise—to discover, if 
| possible, the lost navigator. If, happily, he could 

be discovered by an American merchant vessel 
| within the limit of the recommendation of the Exe- 
| cutive, orif he could be discovered by our navy in 
| the proper discharge of their duties, it would be 
| gratifying to our national pride, deeply gratifyin 
' to our humane feeling. But an expedition fitte 
| out for this purpose alone appears to me to be be- 
| yond the duties of the Government—not the proper 
| service of our navy, and not a constitutional ob- 


|| ject for the appropriation of money. Having all 


sympathy of feeling with the widow, and admira- 
| tion for the noble seaman, | must, nevertheless, con- 
| sider such a course a very improper exercise of the 
| functions of this Government. I think it is improp- 

er to appropriate money for such a purpose; and 
| I can only be convinced of an error in this opinion 
by being shown that this Government is not a cor- 
poration formed by the States for specific objects 
' and with limited powers, but isa great eleemosy- 
| nary institution with a rangeas wide as the claims 
| of humanity, unbounded by either sea or land. 
Until this great change in my creed occurs, | ex- 
pect to hold that there is no power of this Govern- 
ment, no duty of this Government, that can be 
brought to bear upon the subject now before us, and 
therefore to withhold my support from all such 
propositions. | object not to the fact that these 
ships are owned by private individuals; though, if 
this expedition is considered a proper duty of the 
navy, (and the remarks made by the chairman of 
| the Committee on Naval Affairs seem so to indi- 
| cate,) then we should build vessels suited for this 
purpose. If it differs from the general objects of 
the country, the known national objects—if it is 
| an extraordinary exercise of power, not drawn 
| from the Constitution—then we should have noth- 
| ing to do with it, in one case or the other. 

These are my opinions, Mr. President; and 
these will control my vote. I will not enter into 
an extended view of the subject, or attempt to show 
the remote consequences of this wide departure 
from strict construction: the anxiety known to be 
felt to terminate the debate forbids it. 

Mr. DAYTON. I desire to say a word or two 
in reference to this matter, and the observations 
'which have been made by honorable Senators. 
| I regret very much that, in reference to this object, 


i 
} 
} 
| 


in the meyit and beneficence of which we all concur, 
so many collateral issues have been made in the 
course of the debate. One talks of the conduct of 
the Administration, as illustrated in the t his- 
tory of this question; another, of the dignity of the 
Government; and now, as I understand the Senator 
last up, a question of constitutional power is raised, 
though the latter certainly cannot be called a collat- 
eral issue. In this case, sir, it was hardly worth 
while, it seems to me, to arraign and question the 
| conduct of the Government, in reference to a reso- 
| lution of the kind which is now before the Senate, 
| as to whether the Executive has or has not fulfilled 
his pledges to the lady of Sir John Franklin, and 


' 
| 








May | 


to the world. Let the Executive stan 
what has passed; it is needless to = ~~ by 
— that subject. But then it is said Aig 
playing second to a private individual is q dine 
tion of our national dignity; that it is not be ~ 
ing a great Government like this to stand ae 
position; that it will indicate a want of proper tbat 
respect. Now, Mr. President, it strikes me oe 
rectly the reverse. Let me appeal to gentlem,, 
and ask them in what position the Governmes’ 
will stand, if, taking this view of the question 
defeat any action by the agency of private a 
prise?) We here find an individual of high-to er. 
feeling, who is willing to embark his own — 
in an enterprise of this kind, which the Gove * 
ment has neglected; who has brought it almost , 
a head, and now, while admitting the merit of i 
object proposed, the Governmentsteps in and sq : 
No, no; we are not going into this matter =a 
you; it is beneath our dignity. Stand back! [¢, 
the thing go. Whether we, the Government, 4, 
itor not, is a matter to be determined hereatier. 
but you, at least, shail have nothing to do with it, 
whether weactornot. And this is magnanimity' 
Sir, we, Congress, should have been a litile more 
prompt, should have shown a somewhat earlie, 
appreciation of the honor of the enterprise, as wei 
as the obligation we owe to humanity. Sir, wii) 
very great respect to the judgment and feelings of 
others, it seems to me, that it would be an exhib. 
tion of a much higher degree of magnanimity Upon 
the part of this Government, to say to this map 
who has acted in a spirit and with a noble feelins 
that becomes a man, you have moved in this 
matter and embarked your means; we will give to 
you the honor and glory to which its inception 
entitles you, and aid you in carrying out your en. 
terprise. That, it strikes me, would be a proper ex. 
hibition of feeling and magnanimity worthy agrea, 
Government, aiding one of its best citizens in the 
prosecution of a noble object. Lask gentlemen again 
if, standing upon this question of etiquette between 
the Government and a private individual, we sq 
that we will have nothing to do with it, and thereby 
deprive the individual himself of the power of con- 
summating his praiseworthy purpose, in what q 
humiliating —- would the Government stand? 
Why, Mr. President, we know perfectly well that 
the Government would not have heard of this mat. 
ter at all, but for the fact that this individual found 
that he would be frustrated in his purposes—that 
pecuniary means, however ample, could not fulfil! 
his intentions. He ascertained upon consultation 
with others, that the discipline of the naval service 
was absolutely essential to enable him to carry into 
effect his object. Ee was, therefore, without the 
means of consummating his undertaking upon his 
own authority, and referred the whole to the action 
of hisGovernment. He comes here, however, not 
to seek appropriations from the Government, be- 
cause the chairman of the Naval Committee tells 
us that the officers are paid, and the men are paid, 
whether they go upon this expedition or not. The 
officers and men are willing to volunteer for this 
hazardous enterprise, and the only question is, 
whether we will permit them to go and take these 
hazards. Sir, it may be all useless. These ex- 
plorers for whom they seek may long since have 
in the polar regions paid the penalty of their dar- 
ing enterprise; they may be no more; but, sir, if 
there is achance of finding there a man, or traces 
of a man, and American officers and American sea- 
men are willing to go into those regions for the 
purpose of searching and saving all or any that 
they can or may, they shall have my most hearty 
concurrence and approbation. Nor will | stop to 
question very much whether it shall cost the Gov- 
ernment a dollar, or whether it shall not. It may 
be that they are no more, but it is more than 
probable that traces of them may be found. Even 
if they themselves are lost, when, where, and how 
they were lost may be important to the navigating 
interests of the country and the world. But, sir, 
it is by no means certain that they will not some 
of them be found. The British Government, those 
who are best acquainted with this subject—they 
have not abandoned hope. They are yet fitting 
out expeditions for the purpose of this explors- 
tion, and, as has been said by my associate, [ Mr. 
Mixter,] the great veteran of polar discovery, Sit 
John Ross, is willing to hazard himself even « 
the age of upwards of seventy, I think, in this 
further exploration and research. I learn also, 
sir, that the circumstances of the season are afford: 
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———== 
most favorable indications for an exploration 
of this kind. The navigators of our seas tell us 
that never within the memory of man has there 

» such a quantity of the floating ice of the 

nhern seas in the seas far South, as during the 
am season. They say that this shows an ear- 
fee breaking up than usual of the ice in the north- 
ru seas, and there isa probability of opening chan- 
pels further North than has been exhibited for 
many years. If then an expedition starts under 
sisting circumstances, it is believed that they will 
have an Opportunity of penetrating further North 
than in ordinary seasons. 





1850. 
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The Committee on Naval Affairs, to which || change. The resolution which he now reported 
were referred sundry memorials protesting against was a compromise resolution. It met the object 
| the establishment of an American prime meridian sought to be attained, and at the same time gave 
| inthe preparation of the American Nautical Al- satisfaction to those gentlemen who had protested 
| manac, respectfully report: || against the change. Supposing, therefore, that 
That in the investigation of this subject they || the resolution could give rise to no debate from any 
| have had the benefit of the views of many of the | quarter, and in order that time might not be un- 
| most eminent scientific men of the country, given || necessarily consumed, he moved that the resolu- 
in their correspondence with Lieutenant Charles || tion be put upon its passage. 
H. Davis, the superintendent of the American ] Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called for the 
Nautical Almanac, and furnished to the committee || reading of the resolution. 
| by the Secretary of the Navy. There is great || The resolution having been read— 
conflict of sentiment among these distinguished Mr. McLANE desired to be informed by the 


ung { submit, Mr. President, that, under any aspect | gentlemen; but it is believed that two positions | gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Stanton] w eth- 
rh. in which this question can be considered, it is || are so well established as to admit of no dispute. | er the resolution made any reference to American 
to right and proper that we pass this resolution, and These are: first, that in the present condition of || charts? ‘ sr ah? 
the that we pass it araewuy. To delay, to defer, to | navigation some inconvenience would be experi- | Mr. STANTON, in reply to the inquiry, said: 
vs, make a question whet er the Government shall enced by abandoning the Greenwich and adopting || The resolution will not interfere with American 
ith take the matter into its own hands and buy ships the American prime meridian; and, second, that charts, which, though necessarily based upon and 
at or build ships, is to end the whole matter. Let us || the establishment of the latter is indispensable to | calculated from an American meridian, are also 
do ss the resolution, without further debate here, || the accuracy and perfection of all astronomical and | adapted to the meridian of Greenwich. Such will 
er; and now. | geographical operations upon this continent. The | continue to be the case after the passage of this 
it, Mr. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays, and || committee are of opinion that the inconvenience to | resolution. Indeed, by its very terms, the usual 
y! they were ordered. | Navigators resulting from a change of meridian has || meridian is to be retained for all nautical purposes. 
ire Mr. BUTLER. I did not intend to have taken || been greatly overrated; and if it were necessary to | This secures all that can be claimed or asked by 
ler part in this discussion, but if the yeas and nays || determine whether this difficulty is of sufficient | the ship-owners or navigators of the country. The 
ell are taken my vote may be misunderstood, and | || weight to counterbalance the advantages of the | first clause of the resolution establishing the Ameri- 
th therefore desire to say a few words in explanation change to astronomy and geography, the com- | can meridian for astronomical and geographical 
of of that vote. It would indeed be a great triumph || mittee would have no hesitation in deciding in | purposes, does nothing more than confirm what 
bie to American enterprise if we could make the dis- || favor of the American meridian. Butitis believed | is now done, what always has been done, and 
on covery about which so much has been said here || that all controversy may be avoided and all parties || what must continue to be done—for all the opera- 
n, to-day —a very great triumph. I know thatnational |, satisfied by adopting the American meridian for | tions of the coast survey must necessarily be based 
ng reputation is national property of the highest || astronomical and geographical purposes, and cal- | upon, and referred to, the meridian of some point 
ig value; and, if we can acquire reputation by | culating that portion of the Nautical Almanac, | on this continent. 

to making this discovery, I shall rejoice at it. The |, designed for the exclusive use of navigators, for || Mr. McLANE said, that he hoped the gentle- 
n chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs has || the meridian of Greenwich. This policy is not || man from Tennessee (Mr. Stanton] would not 
n- told us that these officers are willing to embark in || entirely new. In a letter of date the 2d October, | press the joint resolution to a vote at this time. 
t- this hazardous enterprise, and that the men will || 1849, from Professor Enke to the editor of the | There couid be no doubt that the original prayer 
at also embark voluntarily; and he also tells us that || ‘* stronomisch Nuchrichten,”’ No. 695, that distin- | @f the petitioners contemplate an entire revolution 
le itis taking men who are doing nothing and put- || guished astronomer says: | in the whole system of navigation, so far as 
i, ting them into employment, such as may redound “ With the annual publication of the Berlin Astronomical | American navigators were concerned. It was 
n to the honor of thecountry. I shall therefore vote eegiees Fw Prpn, nee eee eropeted, tale pot well known that from all parts of the country, 
y for the resolution. : | ted, Sale beseed evar again ines ae eden ‘The difficulty to | and especially from the cities—from New Orleans 
y Mr. HOUSTON. Like the Senator from South || be set aside, viz: that the Berlin meridian, which [must re- | © Boston—protests had been made against. the 
} 


Carolina, 1 desire to state the ground upon which || tales in tee guaiicinr, dope hotentvespand with the meridion a saetecapeaies change. And as the gentleman from 
i i i 3 3 S 1 en,so | 2 / z . 

. a record ars favor of this resolution. | that, with justice, the sainieety who direct the business, hold seaheslene La y orpcen x aa — thas - 
' | shall vote for it because I can'see nothing improper |) q further connection of the two parts, the nautical and the as- | T°S0!UUO a Oe oe Cee eS ee 
t init, and because it will afford American officers || tronomical, as injudicious.” | promise resolution—some modification of the idea 
4 and American seamen an opportunity of distin- In accordance with this example, which, so far as || Of radically changing the system of navigation— 
d guishing themselves and acquiring a reputation |) relates to the establishment of a national meridian |, 294 as the gentleman had submitted a report with 
t and character to our naval force. For this reason, || for astronomical purposes, is believed to be the || the resolution, it seemed to him that the subject 
| and because I'see nothing detrimental in it, [ shall || policy of every enlightened nation on the globe, the | WS Of sufficient importance to require that the 
n vote for the resolution. ‘committee present a joint resolution effecting the | Teport should be printed and laid before the House 
p The yeas and nays were then taken, and re- || same result, and they respectfully recommend its || before the members should be called upon to 
) sulted as follows: passage by the House. It is not, however, in- |) adopt the resolution. He moved, therefore, that 
B YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Brad- 
: 





| tended by this measure to signify anything beyond || the report be printed, and that the joint resolution 
bury, Butler, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Dawson, Day- || 2 deference to the present convenience and wishes || be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
ton, Dodge of lowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Greene, Houston, ce re d . 7 | state of the Union 
Mangum, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Seward, | Of our mercantile marine, rendered appropriate per- | Mr. STANTON said that if he had d 
Shields, Sturgeon, Wales, Whitcomb, and Yulee—28. | haps by the fact that the meridian of Greenwich is |, “4 NAUN said that if he had suppose 
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Bright, Cass, Davis 


‘S—) at this time more generally used than any other. that the resolution, in the form in which it had 
of Mississppi, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foote, Huuter, Jones, || + ig not impossible that a speedy change in the | been presented, would have elicited any debate, 
King, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, and T'urney—I6. ‘channels adopted by the commerce of the Pacific, | or have given rise to dissatisfaction in any quarter 


and indeed in the commercial empire of the world, |, Of the House, he would not have proposed that it 
_ may hereafter demand, even for the navigator, a |, Should now be put upon its passage. The resolu- 
more central and convenient meridian. But this || ton which he had submitted represented the views 
| will be more properly a subject for future investi- | Of @ large portion of those who signed the memo- 
ation. || rials protesting against the change. As regarded 
The committee have not deemed it necessary to |, the excitement which had existed upon the sub- 
| do more than give this brief statement of their con- || jects he believed it was generally understood that 
| clusions, inasmuch as the subject has been so fully | 1t came from a quarter which had a pecuniary 
| discussed in the interesting correspondence above | interest in it—and that this was not really a matter 
mentioned, to which they refer, and which they of so much importance to the commercial interests 
| beg leave to append as a part of this report. | as to publishers of charts, and the republishers of 
A Joint Resolution concerning American prime meridian ; the English Nautical Almanac. : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the || Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that so far 
United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That here- || 88 the objections which he had made to the reso- 
after the meridian of the Observatory at Washington shail be | lution were concerned, any intimation that they 
ome and eae ee eee allastronom- || came from parties having in the remotest degree 
patetions ofthe Nautical ‘Aimee as may be dosigand for the \| any pecuniary interest in the matter, was without 
| exclusive use of navigators, shall be adapted to we meridian || foundation. The memorials to which he referred 
of Greenwich. | were the memorials which had been referred to 

The resolution having been read twice by its | the Committee on Commerce, and rereferred, by 
itle, || order of the House, to the Committee on Naval 

Mr. STANTON said, it was very well known || affairs. Therefore, the gentleman from Tennes- 
that great excitement had been produced among || see, [Mr. Stranrton,] if he had looked at these me- 
commercial men in the eastern cities, in regard to || moriais, would have found that they emanated from 
the resolution adopted by both Houses during the || ship-owners and the navigating interests of the 
last Congress, to publish an American Nautical || country. He (Mr. McL..) did not doubt that the 
Almanac. The excitement arose from the propo- | resolution before the House might meet these ob- 
rition to change the meridian—the most usual || jections. He did not intend to impeach the fact 
| meridian of sea-faring men being that of Green- || which the gentleman had stated, that the resolution 
| wich. The memorials, which accompanied the || avoided these objections. But he repeated, they 
| report, contained the representations of a great || did not come from interested parties. They came 
Koen commercial men, protesting against the || from insurance companies—from the owners of 


On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of the order of the 
day, being the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Me BUTLER moved that it be postponed till 
to-morrow, and that the Senate proceed to the con- || § 
sideration of Executive business. 

, Mr. DOUGLAS. Ihope not. I hope that this 
' bill will be disposed of. 

Mr. BUTLER. Judging from what has already 
taken pan the debate will not be finished within 
a week, 

) A division was called for, when the motion to 
| postpone was carried. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors were thrown open, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspar, May 2, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
of business to be the call of the committees for 
reports, commencing where the call was last sus- 
pended, with the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

THE AMERICAN MERIDIAN. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, submitted the followi 
report and joint resolution concerning the Amer.- 
can prime meridian: 
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ships, and thos’: who sailed them—from practical | 
nevigators. All that he asked was, that the re rt | 
should be printed; and that the gentleman from 
Maswachusetts (Mr. Wintanor)-<the predecessor 
of the gentleman who fills the station of presiding || 





officer of this House—and gentlemen in this 


House representing cities, should not be the only || 
persone permitted to examine the resolution before 
a final vote was taken. The gentieman from Ten- 
nessee had undertaken, by this resolution, to ad- | 
just the differences of opinion which existed on the 
subject. He (Mr. Mcl..) hoped that the House 


would at least have an opportunity of ascertaining | 


what the nature of that adjustment was. 
Mr. STANTON rose to reply. 


1 


Mr. CARTTER desired to ask the gentleman | 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron,] whether it was | 
proposed to navigate the ocean by joint resolution. | 


(Laughter. ) 


Mr STANTON said that was not exactly the | 


proposition. (Renewed laughter.) The proposi- 
tion was to prepare an American Nautical Alma- 
nac, and to fix the basis on which the work should 
be established. It was true, as the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. McLane] had stated, that 
the memorials came from ship-owners and sea- 
faring men, and insurance companies; but it was 
also true, if he (Mr. S.) was not mistaken, that 
these memorials were all of the same character 
precisely—printed by the same press, and upon 
the same paper—indicating a common origin, and 
that origm, he believed, tolerably well anderstood. 
But it had not been his intention to open any ques- || 
tion of difficulty, or to produce any difference of | 





| 


| 





state of the Hi whit ellie thidethom preciion! || stare of the Walod, if it could come-enrly Wee ec: || (RES) sheene tebe nee if it could come early for ac- 
tion, but he was ready to vote to put it on its pas- 


he, THOMPSON, of Mississippi, disclaimed 
| any intention to say much on the subject, because 
he did not think the House was at present pre- 
pared to act upon it. The interests of science 
were involved im the question, and it was pro- | 
posed to settle it now and forever. Before so im- | 
| portant a decision was made, it was incumbent | 
on the House to satisfy itself that it had a clear | 
perception of the subject in all its bearings. He | 
hoped, therefore, that the resolution would be re- | 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union, in order that the report may be 


and finally disposed of. He demanded the pre- 
vious question. 


There was a second. And the main question || 
was ordered to be now taken; which main ques- | 
|| tion was first on the motion of Mr. McLane, to 


refer the joint resolution to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the reading of the 
resolution; which was again read. 

Mr. JONES moved that the joint resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

The question on that motion was taken, and de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 33, noes 90. 

So the House decided that the joint resolution 


|| should not be laid on the table. 


opinion on the subject; and he must be permitted 1 


to say, that if the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. | 
McLave] understood it as well as be ought to un- 
derstand tt, he would not have hesitated one moment 
to give his assent to the adoption of the resolution. 
It solved the whole difficulty—it settled the mat- 
ter to the satisfaction of everybody who had in- 
vestigated it. But he would not press the motion 
which he had made, that the resolution should 
now be put updn its passage. He was perfectly || 

willing that it should be referred to the Commit- | 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CHANDLER said that if he understood | 
the matter rightly, there was a necessity that the | 
nautical almanac should be prepared and published 
in due season; and the quesuon is, whether this 
is desirable. He did not know with whom the 
hostility to this resolution had commenced. ‘That, | 
however, was a consideration of little importance. | 


He could well conceive that those gentlemen who | 
were interested in tre publication of maps and | 
charts, may have an objection to the change which || 


was proposed by this resolution. But he believed || 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. McLane, and decided in the affirmative, with- 
| Out a division. 

So the joint resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


|| and, with the accompanying report, was ordered 


I 


i 


| 





} 
| 
1] 
| 


} 


} 


that ihere was great propriety in the policy of | 


establishing the prime meridian in the United 
States. In the adoption of this resolution it would 
be rendered necessary that from Philadelphia and 
Boston to New Orleans, the meridian should be 
changed; and so, also, in returning. The change 
contemplated by the resolution, was very desirable 
in itself, and was not so extensive in its character 
as was at first proposed. There could be no doubt, 


proposed an entire change of the meridian. 

Mr. HOUSTON (Mr. Caanpier yielding) 
begged permission to ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania a question. Had not scientific gen- 
tlemen, to whom the late Secretary of the Navy 
had submitted the subject, made a report in oppo- 
sition to this change? 

Mr. CHANDLER, (resuming.) I cannot give 
an answer to that question. 

Mr. STANTON, (Mr. Cuanpter yielding the 

floor.) The gentleman from Delaware has asked 
if scientific gentleniern’, to whom the late Secretary 
of the Navy had submitted the subject, have not 
reported against the change? Some of these gen- 
tlemen have given such an opinion, while others 
have expressed themselves very decidedly in fu- 
vor of it. All concur in the necessity of estab- 
lishing an American meridian for scientific and 
geographical purposes. 

Mr. CHANDLER resumed. He understood 
there was a general desire that this question as to 
the meridian should be settled with as little delay 
as possible, in order that the almanac may be pre- 
eine He concurred in this general sentiment. 

e showed no objection that, with a view to the 
better understandmg of the resoluuon, it should 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
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to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the re- 
hef of the securities of Robert S. Moore, deceased, 
late purser in the United States Navy; which was 
| read a first and second time by its tile, referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

THE LATE TEXAS NAVY. 

Mr. STANTON also reported from the same 
committee, a bill to authorize the President of the 
United States to incorporate the officers of the late 
Texas Navy into the Navy of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 


| referred to a Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD desired to submit a motion that 
the bill be made the special order for some partic- 
ular day. 


The SPEAKER said the motion could be en- 


| tertained only by unanimous consent. 


Objection was made. 

So the motion was not received. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Eli Dar- 
ling; which was read a first and second time by its 
tile, referred to a Commitee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 


that men of the highest scientific attainments had || printed. 


Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill respecting naval pensions; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, and, with the report accompanying, 
ordered to be printed. 

MARINES. 


Mr. WHITE also, from the same committee, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of marines 
who have been detained on uy while upon for- 
eign stations beyond the time of their regular en- 
listment. 

The resolution having been twice read by its 
eaae Mr. WHITE moved that it be put upon its 


ASSALC. 

ain JONES moved that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. WHITE hoped, he said, that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. J ones] would not press 
| that motion. The joint resolution simply gave a 
construction to former laws, and authorized the 
settlement of the claims of a class of men (marines) 
who, under the construction heretofore adopted, 
could not receive the benefit of them. 

Mr. JONES said, with the permission of the 
gentieman from New York, (Mr. Wutre,} he 
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|| site to ca it into effect having b 
printed, and that the matter might be properly | a Reteras, 


| 








| would admit of no delay, but must be put u 


| lution was. 


| brigadier general’s command. 


My 2, 2, 


Srapriopetiines oc waned a ent 
or 
Treasury, and must therefore be eae the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of 70, the 
Mr. WHITE said, Not at all. Non ut 
ete JONES sei 
r. bmit 
Pt NES submitted the point of order to the 
The SPEAKER said, that the Chair hag 
read the resolution very closely but that io 
the reading by the Clerk, it seemed to be mace 
a resolution to extend, or give constractio 
provisions of previous acts. 
propriation 


N to, th 
It contained no ‘ . 


money—the appropriations re ui. 


made. In the judgment of the Chair, therefore 


the resolution did not require commitment, 

Mr. JONES persisted in his motion to refer th 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on . 
state of the Union. E 

Mr. WHITE said he hoped the House woy)4 
decide otherwise. There were very few men 
whose cases would be covered by the resolution; 
and their claims could not be paid by the depar. 
ments without the interposition of a law of this 
character. 

Mr. JONES presumed, he said, that the motion 
to refer was pending. If it was not, he would now 
make it. 
The SPEAKER said, the motion to refer was 
the pending question. 

r. JONES said, that it seemed to him to be 


very strange that all the reports which emanated 


from the Committee on Naval Affairs of this House 
were of such immediate importance that they 
their passage witt. telegraphic speed, in order a 
those in the public service whom they proposed 
to reach might suffer no inconvenience. He did 
not know what the principle involved in the reso. 
The gentleman from New York [{Mr. 
Write} said, that it contemplated the payment of 
some marines. He (Mr. J. ) recollected that 
somehow, or ‘* somehow else,’’ by the operation 
probably of a vote of the Senate, one marine was 
created a brevet brigadier general under a reso. 
lution. And by some means or other, the a 
pointment was made to refer back some five or six 
years, though no such officer was required for that 
eee of the service, or known to it, there not 
being marines enough in the service to makea 
That officer was 
made colonel, and, receiving the honorary title, 


| claimed the pay of a brigadier general for these 


five orsix years to which his brevet rank was made 
to refer. A board of military officers was con- 
vened, and awarded to him the sum of twelve 


thousand dollara as back pay under the resolution. 


Whether he had got the money, or whether the 
‘*interest thereon” had been mid. the country had 
not yet been informed. He thought, at all events, 
that the case he had cited was a precedent sufi- 
cient to require the commitment of this joint reso- 
lution to a Committee of the Whole on the staie of 
the Union, and its printing—so that the House 
might understand what its nature and object were. 
He moved the previous question. 

And the question being taken thereon, the vote 
stood ayes 63, noes not counted. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the refer- 
ence, &c.) was ordered, and, being taken, was de- 
cided in the affirreative without a division. 

So the resolution was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and was 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
William B. Bingly, praying for additional compensation for 
ten acres of land in Gosport, Virginia, sold to the United 
— fora site for the Dry k, and that it be laid on the 
ta 

Mr. BOCOCK also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Rebecca Winn; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to a committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the report accompaning, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARALSON moved that the House re 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the census bill, but subse- 
quently withdrew the motion. 


JOHN HOGAN. 
Mr. McDOWELL, from the Committee 00 
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eal Affaire rted back, without amendment, 
nal SS gn i it a a EY GT gm 
hs Hogan; and he moved that it be referred 
eo Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Oi JONES said, it would be seen by reference | 

the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill which 
» in 1848, that an appropriation was con- 
isined in that bill of $1,200, which was to be in 
(ull satisfaction for all expenses and extra allow- 
ances tO John Hogan as commercial agent to 
gome of the West India islands, if he mistook not; | 
god he recollected that when the bill was before | 
the President and his Cabinet on the last night of | 
ibe session in the Vice President’s room, he hap- | 

ned to be there, and when they came to that par- 
ticular item, it was said by some of them, that that | 
qm was in addition to a previous full allowance | 
fp said accounts and expenses—that it was a | 
payment of $1,200 beyond what this man was | 





wstly entitled to, This bill proposed to make a | 
further appropriation, to be paid on account of the | 
game claim. It was very unnecessary, he thought, | 
for the House to consume further time in legisla- || 
‘ing in reference to this claim which had already | 
been overpaid; and if no gentleman was disposed | 
tospeak, he would move to lay the bill on the table. | 
Ifany gentleman desired to speak, he would with- ] 
draw the motion. | 

Mr. HARALSON said, if it was in order, he || 
wished to discuss the bill. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that || 
it is not proper to discuss the bill at this time, as || 
the rule requires that all proceedings touching || 
appropriations of money shall first be discussed 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. 
Joves, it was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the | 
table. 

The question recurring on the motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole House, 
was taken and agreed to. 

So the bill was referred. 








' 
it 
i 
| 


Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Benjamin Rush, praying compensation for his 
services as Chargé d’Affaires at London, during the 
absence of Mr. Stevenson, made an adverse re- 
port thereon; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 


THE NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE | 


AND RECIPROCITY OF TRADE. 
Mr. BUEL, from the Committee on Foreign 


Affairs, to whom was referred sundry petitions || 


of citizens residing in States adjacent to the north- 
em chain of lakes; and also the memorial of the | 
Legislature of the State of Wisconsin, praying | 
Congress to adopt measures for securing to Amer- | 
ican commerce the right of freely navigating the 
St. Lawrence; and also, joint resolutions of the | 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, relative to | 
the same subject, reported the following joint res- 
olution; and also made a report of views on the 
part of a portion of the committee: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the | 


| first on the motion to refer to the Committee of the 


| 


| 
Mr. BUEL, from the Committee on Foreign | 





United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the | 
free navigation of the St. Lawrence river, for commercial 
purposes, demands the earnest attention of the American 
Government; and that itis highly desirable that it be se- | 
cured to American commerce at.an early day. 


_ The joint resolution having been twice read by 
Its title— 
Mr. B. moved to refer it to the Committee of 





the Whole on the state of the Union; and it being 
desirable, he said, that it should receive early con- 
sideration, during the present session, he would 
move, if it were in order, to make the resolution 
the special order for the fourth Tuesday in June. 
The SPEAKER said the motion could only be 
made by unanimous consent. 
_ Mr. McLANE objected, and moved to refer the | 
joint resolution to the Committee on Commerce. 
He would state to the gentleman from Michi- 


——— 


Mr. BUEL interposed, and said he had moved 
‘o refer the joint resolution to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and at the | 
same time had asked leave to move to make it the 
special order for the fourth Tuesday in June. That 
being objected to, he supposed it would go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 





without any particular day being assigned for its | 
consideration. 
The SPEAKER announced the question to be 


Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McLANE said he wished the attention of 
the gentleman from Michigan for a few moments, 
with the hope that he would allow the joint reso- | 
lution to take a more appropriate reference than | 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. There had already been referred to the | 


providin 
rence. B 


with the Canada reciprocity bill. Some time in | 





| 
i 


Committee on Commerce the general subject of | 
for the free navigation of the St. Law- || 


ut that particular subject was associated || 


January last, the House had re-referred to the | 
Committee on Commerce the bill then in the Com- || 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
providing for the joint reciprocity of trade, in 


order to assimilate the bill to a bill pending in the | 


Senate, which provided for the free navigation of | 
the St. Lawrence. That was the instruction of the || 


House. In obedience to this instruction, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce proceeded to ascertain, 
through the State Department, what steps were 
necessary to obtain the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. The correspondence between the 
Commitiee on Commerce and the Secretary of 
State, led to a correspondence between the Secre- 
tary of State and the British Minister. 
respondence, it was the purpose of the Commitice 
on Commerce to report to the House, with a view 
that the House might take action in reference to 
the Canada reciprocity bill, which it had recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Commerce, with a 
view to put into it the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence, and otherwise assimilate.it to the bill 

nding in the Senate. In the correspondence 
ronan the Secretary of State and the British 
Minister, to which he had alluded, the British 


ingness to give the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence to our shipping and our citizens. That 
| functionary stated that he had the power and 


| instructions to give to the citizens end the ship- 


canal and the river St. Lawrence. He (Mr. McL.) 
| was instructed, when he reported the bill, to report 
the correspondence, a copy of which had been 


State. 
| Inasmuch, then, as the House had already con- 
| fided to one committee the duty of assimilating 
the Senate, (which meant that they should attach 
to the bill a proviso that the free navigation should 
be conceded,) he hoped that the House would not 
take any other action until they had opportunity 
to examine the correspondence and the report of 
the Committee on Commerce, which was to be 
made under the instructions of the House. 

Mr. MEACHAM was understood to inquire, 


Welland canal? 
| Mr. McLANE replied, that the British minister 
stated that he was at liberty to concede the free 
navigation of the St. Lawrence and the adjacent | 
canal; and that should the Congress of the United | 
States pass a reciprocity bill similar to that passed | 
by the Legislature of Canada—or, rather, should | 
they pass the very bill which had once passed this | 
House, and was communicated to him, he, as | 
minister of the Imperial Government, was willing | 
at once to grant the free navigation of the St. Law- | 
rence to the citizens and shipping of the United | 
States. 

He would send to the Clerk’s table and have | 
read, if desired by the House, the letter of the 
British minister. 

Mr. HARALSON said, as he understood the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. McLane,] he 


proposed that the joint resoluuion which had been | 
reported from one standing committee—the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Relations—should be referred to | 


another standing committee, the Committee on | 
Commerce. This, in his opinion, would place | 
that committee (on Foreign Relations) in a rather | 
ridiculous attitude before the House and before | 
the country. This subject had been referred to | 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and they, 
after mature consideration, had reported to the 
House that which it was propused by the gentle- 
man from Michigan, te make the special order for 
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a certain day in June; which proposition being 
objected to, the gentleman had moved to refer the 





| joint resolution to the Committee of the Whole 
i 


on the State of the Union, where it would remain, 


| in all probability, some five or six weeks before 


it received the final action of the House. A subject 


|| of a similar character had, however, been referred 


to the Committe on Commerce, and they had not 
yet made their report. It seemed, from the disclo- 
sure made by the gentleman from Maryland, that 
the subject had already attracted the attention of 
the Government, and a correspondence had taken 
place between the Secretary of State and the Brit- 
ish Minister at Washington. We did not know 
what that correspondence was, but if it should be 
developed before they took final action that 

Mr. McLANE explained that he had been mia- 





|| apprehended by the gentleman from Georgia. 


e was not desirous to insist upon a motion to 
refer the joint resolution to the Committee on Com- 
merce. He had designed to make the motion that 
this joint resolution should go to the Committee on 


|| Commerce, or to the Committee of the Whole on 
|| the state of the Union, rather than to have it made 
'| the special order for the day suggested by the 
|| gentleman from Michigan, or than to have it acted 


| upon immediately, the course which he had under- 
stood the gentleman to desire, in case it was not 
|| made the special order. 


That cor- || 


Mr. HARALSON (resuming) said, there had 


\| been a minensohaneess on the part of the gen- 


|| tleman from J 


Minister did concede fully his right and his will- | 


ping of the United States the use of the Welland | 


furnished to the committee by the Secretary of | 


the reciprocity bill to the bill now pending before | 


|| Union. 


aryland of the motion made by the 
gentleman front Michigan, [Mr. Bust |] The gen- 


| Ueman from Michigan had simply asked leave to 


make the joint resolution a pecial order, and ohjec- 


| tion having been made he had moved to refer it to 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


There could be no objection to its being 
so referred. Ifit were thus disposed of, there would 
be ample time before it would be reached for 
action, for the Committee on Commerce to make 
their report, and for the correspondence between 
the Secretary of State and the British Minister to 
be laid before the House and printed; and at the 


| proper time_ the whole subject would come up 


together. He trusted, therefore, that the motion 
of the gentleman from Michigan would prevaij, 
and the joint resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. BUEL aaid, he desired simply to state again 
the motion which he had made, that it might be dis- 
tinctly understood by the House, it having been 
misconceived by the gentleman from Maryland. 
He had moved that the joint resolution be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; and had asked leave to move to make 
it the special order of the day fer the fourth 
fuesday in June; but the latter motion being 


| objected to, he had fallen back upon the simple 


| 








'| mouon to refer it to the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union. 
|| Maryland, therefore, had understood the motion 
what equivalent the British minister required for | 
the free navigation of the St. Lawrence and of the | 


if the gentleman from 


which he (Mr. B.) made, he would have seen 
that there was no necessity for the remarks which 
he had seen fit to make. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he thought this subject 
ought not to be allowed to be disposed of and to 
pass away from before the House, without taking 
occasion to draw from it a wholesome moral. A 
very anomalous course of proceeding had imper- 
ceptibly grown up, and had been extensively prac- 
tized upon within the last two or three years. It 
was that of referring the same subject-matter to 
two or three, and sometimes halfa dozen commit- 
tees. This subject of the free navigation of the 
St. Lawrence had been referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and the same committee had under 
their consideration a bill for establishing a recip- 
rocal trade with Canada. The same subject had 
‘also been referred to the Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs. Asa member of that committee, he had 
been obliged to acta good deal in the dark with 
reference to it. He had heard incidentally that 
the subject was before the Committee on Com- 
merce, and that that committee had had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the correspondence which has 
taken place between the British minister and the 
Secretary of Siate of the United States.. He felt 
that it was a somewhat awkward thing to be called 
| upon to act in reference to the subject, without 

having an opportunity to examine that corre- 
spondence. He was perfectly willing, however, to 
give his sanction at any time to such a resolution 
aa the one now reported, declaring it to be, in the 
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of the St. Lawrence should be secured to Ameri- || 
can commerce. He had therefore made no objec- | 
tion to the resolution being reported, and should || 


cordially concur in its adoption. But this was not 
the only instance in which a double reference had 
been made, There were at this moment the well- 
known claims for French spoliations, committed 
prior to 1800—and, in his opinion, there were no 


claims ever before Congress that were more unim- || 


peachably just—which had been referred to half a 


dozen committees. They were before the Commit- || 
tee of Claims, and the Committee on Foreign Re- || 


lations, and he knew not how many others. 

It seemed to him that there ought to be some 
rule established by which these matters should be 
differently regulated. He supposed the practice 
had grown up in consequence of the new rule 
under which gentlemen were permitted to hand 
their petitions to the Clerk with an endorsement 
upon them of the committee to which the gentle- 
man presenting such petitions desired that they 
should be referred. The Speaker of the House 
could not be expected to be able to examine them 
all, and ascertain whether the reference proposed 
in every.case was the appropriate reference. ‘There 
ought to be some rule adopted by which every 
aubject should be confined to a single committee, 
whose exclusive duty it should be to investigate 
it and report to the House the result of such 
investigation. 
sibility in regard to every subject. 


it seemed to him that the proper course would be 
to refer it to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union; but he was opposed to 
making it the special order for any particular day, 
because there were many important subjects now 


pending, which were to be discussed in Committee | 


of the Whole; among others the subject of the ad- 
mission of California into the Union as a State, the 
deficiency bill, and all the general appropriation 


Bills, which subjects must necessarily occupy | 
much time, if not all the time between the present || 
day and the day on which it might be reasonably || 


anticipated that anadjournment of Congress would 
take place. He was unwilling, therefore, that this 
subject should receive a special assignment, until 
those important matters should have Caes disposed 
of; but if the resolution were simply referred to 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


Union, it could be suffered to remain without be- 
ing acted upon until the Committee on Commerce 
made their report on the subject of reciprocal trade, 
and the whole subject might then be acted upon 
at as early a day as might be consistent with the 
paramount obligations which they were under to 
dispose of the other and more important questions 
that were already before the House, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, inquired 


the rules? 
The SPEAKER replied that it was in order. 
Mr. PRESTON KING asked the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania to withhold his motion for a |, 
moment, in order that he might make an inquiry. || 


Mr. THOMPSON acquiescing, 

Mr. PRESTON KING inquired of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce, whether the 
whole subject was before that committee, and 
whether the committee intended to report upon the 
subject of the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, 
as well as upon the subject of reciprocity of trade ? 

Mr. McLANE aaid he would answer the gen- 
tleman. 

The SPEAKER observed that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania was entitled to the floor, hav- 
ing yielded it to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. McLANE said the floor having been yield- 
ed for a question, it would be proper that the an- 
awer should be given, 

Mr. THOMPSON waived his right to the floor, 


and 

Mr. McLANE proceeded to say, in reply to the 
gentleman from New York, that the Committee 
on Commerce were prepared to report the recipro- 
city bill. He further stated, that when the honor- 


able gentieman from Michigan reported this font 


resoiution, and moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and that it be made the special order of the day 
for a particular day, it struck his mind at once, 
that if the House should concur in the motion, 
and proceed to take action on the subject, it would 
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There would then be some respon- | 
With regard | 
to the particular resolution then before the House, | 








volved in the reciprocity bill, which was now be- 
fore the Committee on Commerce. Some confu- 
sion or misapprehension in regard to it, arising, 
doubtless, from his own fault, had led to the sup- 
position that he desired its reference to the Com- 


i| mittee on Commerce. 


His purpose was not to interpose any objection 
to its reference to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, but he desired that action 
upon it should be arrested until the reciprocity 
bill should be reported, for the reason that he had 
already stated. The Committee on Commerce 


original shape—in the shape in which it passed 
this House at the last session. The bill would 
be reported without any amendment, and he was 
prepared also to report to the House the correspond- 
| ence which had taken place between the British 
| Minister and the Secretary of State of the United 
| States, in which the British Minister stated that 
| he was authorized by his Government to accede 
| to the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, with 
the use of the adjacent canals, if the reciprocity 
| bill should become a law. 
| His simple object was to prevent any action of 
| this House which should conflict with, or embar- 
| rass, the action which the Committee on Com- 


| 
were prepared to report the reciprocity bill in its 


that committee by the order of the House. Be- 
yond the performance of this parliamentary duty, 


Michigan. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he had made the 
inquiry in relation to this matter so that there 
| might be a clear understanding in regard to it, as 
he hoped that action would be had on the subject 
atan early day. He was aware that there was 
important business which would, perhaps, if this 
subject should not be postponed, interfere with 
action upon it. If, however, the matter should be 
| postponed, they would be enabled to procure all 
the factsin relationto it. And he was gratified to 
learn from the gentleman from Maryland, that the 
correspondence between the British Minister and 
| the Secretary of State would be reported to the 
House from that committee. 


|| Mr. WENTWORTH said, it was true that, as 
|| stated by the gentleman from Maryland, he was 


_ once in favor of inserting the free navigation of 
the St. Lawrence, in the Canadian reciprocity 
| bill. 
| district so deeply interested in the free navigation 
| of the St. Lawrence as he did, and with them time 
| was everything. He entertained no doubt but the 


|| navigation of the St. Lawrence would eventually 
|| be free. 


This was destiny. But he and his con- 
stituents wanted that freedom now. It was import- 


|; ant that American vessels be enabled to pass up 


‘| and down the St. Lawrence this season. 
whether it was now in order to move to suspend | 


It was 

true, that it was on his motion that the chairman 
| of the Committee on Commerce was instructed to 
| ask to have the reciprocity bill recommitted to the 
| Committee on Commerce. His object was to 


tain, and he objected to reporting the bill back to 


|| the House without the insertion of the free naviga- 
|| tion of that river, until he had satisfied himself that 
|| the British Government would give us that freedom 


| on the passage of the reciprocity bill. The free 
navigation of the St. Lawrence had ever been a fa- 
vorite object with him, and he had satisfied himself 
at the time the reciprocity bill passed the House 
| before, that the freedom of the St. Lawrence would 
| be secured thereby. And he regretted the defeat 


|| of that bill, because it had delayed that great ad- 


j 


i 


|| Vantage up to this ume. 


He now only wanted to 
| be satisfied that the freedom of the St. Lawrence 
| would be secured by the passage of the pending 
| bill. He had so, satisfied himself; and when the 
| bill came up, he should ask to have read a corre- 
| spondence now before the Committee on Com- 
| merce, between the British minister (Mr. Bulwer) 
| and our Secretary of State, (Mr. Clayton.) The 

ending bill had already passed the Canadian Legis- 
loane: and received the sanction of the Home Gov- 
(ernment, Pass the bill as it now is, to-day, and 
to-morrow Sir Henry Bulwer makes the procla- 
mation, declaring the St. Lawrence and the Cana- 
dian canals as free to our citizens as to the sub- 
jects of Great Britain. 
| respect, and the great advantages to be derived 
| from the proclamation of Sir Henry Bulwer would 
| be postponed until the Canadian Legislature could 


make the free navigation of the St. Lawrence cer- | 


| tion. 
be et 
t 


| 
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| merce had taken on the same subject, referred to | 





Amend the bill in any | 


\| 


he did not wish to interfere with his friend from || 





No gentleman on this floor represented a || 


| which it may come, provided it come. 
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highest degree, expedient that the free navigation | interfere with action upon the same subject as in- again act, and the Home Government 


By any amendment, the advantages want 


lost for this season, if no 

| Seasons. — is objected that Great Braet 
| proclamation, can at any moment withdraw 
reedom of the St. Lawrence and that of - 
canals. I grant it, and we also can repeal “> 
reciprocity bill when we please. But how js me 
case bettered by putting the freedom of th. _ 
Lawrence in the bill itself, even did it aan > 


delay? Great Britain can as easily repeal the we 


ciprocity bill as she can withdraw the freed i 
the St. Lawrence by proclamation. Gentlenee 


seem to think that joint legislation 
binding force of a tren? wherias, tiie 
| to be made, he would of course insist tha: . 
freedom of the river St. Lawrence and of ‘i 
| Canadian canals be made a sine qua non, He 
| feared that the opposition to this desirable Dice 
| had assumed a more formidable shape then oe: 
before. It was endeavoring to delay by amend. 
| ments, what it could not defeat by directly Oppo- 
| sing it. There were countless amendments i 
| tended to be offered to the bill, and if they were 
all adopted, he feared that still more would be 
conjured up, until some were adopted which would 
be sure to cause the rejection of the bill, either } 
the Colonial or Home Government. ’ 

Under all the circumstances of the case, Mr 
W. called upon the friends of the free navigation 
of the St. Lawrence to vote down all amendments 
to the Canadian reciprocity bill, and to pass jt 
directly, as itcame from the Canadian authorities. 
This would bring what they wanted in the quickest 
| way, and in equally as sure a way as any other 

save by treaty. ; 
| Mr. PRESTON KING said, it appeared to him 
that the condition of this whole subject of our in- 
| tercourse with the Canadas and the free navization 
of the St. Lawrence, should, so far as it could, be 
stated to the House. For this purpose he had 
made the eer He believed that the House 
was entirely willing that it should be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and that the 
resolution should be printed. Upon the motion, 
therefore, to refer the resolution to the Committee 
of the Whole, he would move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The demand for the previous question was with- 
| drawn at the request of Mr. Bue, who said he 
would renew it. 

Mr. BUEL said, he wished the House fully to 

| understand the nature of the resolution reported, 
| as well as the question pending. The resolution 
| declares that the free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence river for commercial purposes demands the 
earnest attention of the American Government, 
and that it is highly desirable to secure the free 
navigation of that river to American commerce at 
| anearly day. Such are almost the very terms and 
language of the resolution. I desire it to be 
further understood, that the free navigation of the 
St. Lawrence is one question, and reciprocal trade 
with Canada another. They are independent and 
have no necessary connection. ‘The report of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs concerns the former 
' question alone. 
I know it is understood that the British minister 
| has expressed a willingness to grant the free navi- 
| gation of this river after we have granted recip- 
rocal trade; but, sir, | am not willing to rely upon 
the mere promise of the British Government to 
extend to us the right after we shall have passed 
the bill for reciprocal trade, and thus put that sub- 
ject beyond our control. I do not intend now to 
express my opinion upon the reciprocity measure, 
but I will.say, thus much, that, until | receive 
further light upon the question, I cannot consent 
| to grant reciprocity of trade without freedom of 
navigation, and I must therefore say, 1F NO NAvI- 
GATION, NO RECIPROCITY. The question of free 
navigation presents itself to my mind not simply 
as a privilege to be secured, but as a right, that 
ought to be acknowledged as such by Great 
Britain. ; 

One word further, sir. The honorable member 
from Maryland (Mr. McLane] has said that he 
| designed to arrest present action upon the resolv- 

tion. Well, sir, what | seek by the report and 

resolution is, free navigation of the St. Lawrence, 
and I am not strenuous as to the ee 

n 











will not say to the honorable chairman of the 
| Committee on Commerce, when he comes with 
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| sion, and be at his own disposal. 


1950. 


vill 


wher hand, 1 will aid and urge its passage to the | 
Our. BUEL now renewed the demand for the | 
»yious question. 
Pending the second of the demand for the pre- | 
question— 
THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- | 
ania, the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuomre- 
wx, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and resumed 
the ‘sonsideration of the bill * providing for the | 
aking of the seventh census of the United States.’? | 
When the committee rose yesterday, the second | 


yous 


section Was under consideration, in the words fol- || 


parshals shall, before entering upon his duties, take and | 
wbecribe the following oath, before any circuit or district | 
iyge of the United States, to wit: 

“el, — ——»marshat of the district of ——, do solemnly | 
wear (or affirm] that I will, to the best of my ability, enu- | 
merate, or cause LO be enumerated, ail the inhabitants of | 
aid district, and will collect, or cause to be collected, the | 
oer statistical information within the same, and will faith- | 
fully perform all the duties enjoined on me by the act pro- | 
viding for the taking of the seventh census,” 

And when duly authenticated by the said judge, he shall 

deposit a copy thereof, so authenticated, with the said Sec- | 


retary of the Interior, and no marshal shall discharge any of || 


the duties herein required, until he has taken and subscribed | 
jis oath, and forwarded a copy as aforesaid. 


Mr. PUTNAM moved an amendment, to strike 
wut all of the 2d section after the word “ judge,” 
in the twelfth line, and insert the following: 


“The same shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the | 
district court of the United States, or Territory of which | 


heis the marshal, before he shall discharge any of the du- || 
And the said clerk, upon the filing || 


ties herein required. 
the said oath, shall transmit a copy thereof and of the offi- 
cer’s certificate, duly authenticated under the seal 0: the said 
court, to the Seeretary of the Interior—and a similar copy 
thereof so authenticated by the said clerk, shall he prima | 
fie evidence of the taking the said oath, in all courts 
‘where the same may be offered in evidence.” 


| 


He said he was satisfied that the amendment | 


which he proposed should be adopted by the com- 
mittee. The oath required to be taken by the 
marshal, it seemed from the provision of the sec- 
tion, was to be kept by him, in his own posses- | 
It struck him | 
(Mr. P.) that this oath should be placed in some 
position where it would be accessible and open to 
examination whenever occasion might require; 
and he knew of no place more proper for it to be | 
deposited in than the office of the clerk of the ju- 
dicial district in which the marshal resided. 

Again; this section required the marshals to 
forward to the Secretary of the Interior a copy of 
this oath. Now, he did not intend to impute any 
intended wrong to the marshals, but cases might 
arise in which they might forward to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior what purported to be a copy, 
when, in fact, the oath had never been subscribed | 
and taken before any judicial officer. It appeared 
to him, therefore, very proper that the copy of the 
oath which was forwarded to the Secretary should | 
be duly authenticated. 

Again: he was of the opinion, that in case it | 
ever became necessary for the marshal to appear 
before a court of justice to defend himself for acts | 
done by him in the discharge of his official duties, 
it was proper that he should be provided with 
evidence of the fact that he had taken the specific | 
cath which the census act required. The per- 
formance of the duties required by this act did 
not at all belong to the general duties of marshal. | 


Jesign to ‘arrest action.’’ No, sir; on the | 


rent of my feeble abilities. | words following: 
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ss bill, if it provide for free navigation, that I ment was adopted, inserting in the third line af- || assistant marshals existed from the fact that it 


ter the word ‘‘ oath,” the words “ or affirmation.” || would require a large additional number of blanks. 





vided, ho 


The 3d section being under consideration, 


in the |) 
| like to know how it could take more blanks for 


Mr. HARRIS. This isa mistake. I should 


Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That each marshal shail || the enumeration of fifty thousand persons, when 
separate his district into subdivisions containing notexceed- | 
ing twenty thousand persons in each, unless the limitation | 


to that number causes inconvenient boundaries, in which 
case the number may be larger; and shall also estimate 


Department of the Interior. Provi- 
wevrer, That in bounding such subdivisions, the 


limits thereof shall be known civil divisions, such as county, 
parish, town, city, ward or district lines, or highways, or 
natural boundaries, such as rivers, lakes, &c. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, under in- 


* Unless the limitation to that number cause inconve- | 
nient boundaries, in which case the number may be larger.”? | 


He made the single remark, in explanation, that | 


| the amendment would shorten the time required 


} 





| 
} 


for taking the census. 


The question being taken and no quorum 


voting— 


Mr. THOMPSON called for tellers. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend, 


| by inserting the words, * unless the limitation to 


that number causes inconvenient boundaries;” for 
the purpose (he said) of submitting a few remarks. 
He was of opinion that the motion of the chair- || 


man of the Committee on the Judiciary [Mr. 
TxHompson] ought not to prevail. Why should 
it? As the bill stands (Mr. E. contended) there 


is a limitation to a number convement and reason- 
able; which number is to be increased only in case 
the limitation cause inconvenient boundaries. 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


if 


| should prevail, many counties containing only a 


| 


small number of persons more than twenty 
thousand, would be most inconveniently divided; 
either into portions entirely too small within the 
same county, for example, twenty thousand in 
one portion, and one thousand in anotheg in 
which case the latter would not pay the census 
taker; or into two portions of ten thousand five 
hundred each, in which case neither would pay. | 
Again: in the case of a county containing twenty 
thousand five hundred persons, if twenty thousand 
were given to one taker of the census, the remain- 
ing five hundred persons would necessarily have 
to be attached to the adjoining county; and if the 
addition caused the numbers of that county to 
exceed twenty thousand, then it must be divided; 
and so on, until perhaps every county in the State 
would be arbitrarily cut up. 


Such division would moreover cause great delay, 


which at this late period would be detrimental. 

It is far better to adhere when possible to || 
natural and political divisions, and when these are || 
two large, as is the case when a single county is 
sufficiently large to send a member to Congress, 
the bill as it stands admits a subdivision. 


Mr. E. then withdrew his amendment. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (on a pro | 


| forma amendment) moved to strike out ** twenty’”’ 


| thousand, and insert ‘‘ ten.’’ 


He (Mr. T.) said 


_ avery few words in reply to the objections of Mr. 


Evans. 


The subdivisions might be made by 


| townships, he said, and so arranged as to obviate 
‘all the difficulty which had been suggested. 





If, therefore, he should be sued for entering the 
remises of an individual, for instance, it would | 
come necessary for him, in order to justify the 

act, to produce evidence that he was acting in the 

discharge of duties imposed upon him by law. The 
latter part of the amendment which he proposed 
would furnish an easy remedy for the marshal. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose toa 
question of order, and inquired if the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York was in order— 
amotion having been made to strike out the entire 
section, and having been rejected ? 


The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment | 


was in order. 


_Mr. THOMPSON. All I want to say, then, | 


1s, that there is no necessity for the amendment. 
hope the committee will vote it down. 
The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected. 
On motion by Mr. BOWIE, a verbal amend- 





Mr. LITTLEFIELD was understood to in- || was rejected. 
— of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. | 


HOMPSON] whether, in case a city contained 


| twenty-one thousand inhabitants, the gentleman 


| 








would give twenty thousand to one subdivision, 
aad create another for the remaining one thousand ? 


Mr. THOMPSON was understood to reply that 


in thatcase two subdivisions could be created—one 
containing ten thousand, and the other eleven thou- 
sand. 


Mr. T. withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, renewed the motion 


of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuomp- 
son.] He said he thought that by adopting the 
| amendment it would hasten the completion of the 
| work; as the bill stands, 


Under it, a county 


igned to one assistant marshal. 


the work is done by five assistants, at ten thou- 
sand each, than where it ia wholly done by one per- 
son. This cannot be the case. Theaverage pop- 
from the best sources of information which he is able to ob- | ulation of our western counties is less than ten 


tain, the number of square niiles in each subdivision, and 


pedir camo thousand—and the census of each one ought to be 


| taken by one of its own citizens; but as the bill 
| stands, the marshal may assign two, three, or more 








counties to one assistant, provided the several! 
counties do not contain in all more than twenty 
thousand. 
structions from the Committee on the Judiciary, | will be taken far more accurately by raising a 
reported an amendment to strike out, between the | large number of assistants. 7 
“ || third and fifth lines, the following words: 
“apc. 2. And be it further enacted, That each of said | 


I think this is wrong. The census 


They will then be re- 


| sidents of the neighborhoods in which they act, 
and consequently be better informed than any 
stranger can be. Besides, the late day at which 
they must commence this work, will render it im- 
possible to complete it within the me required by 


| the bill, unless this amendment is adopted, or some 


/ amendment having a like object. 
then, of ensuring expedition in this work, and 
above all accuracy, without which it will be value- 
less, | hope this amendment will receive the ap- 
proval of the committee. 


For the purpose, 


it, Some conversation followed on a point of order 
e 


tween Mr. Duer and the Chair. 
The CHAIR stated that the question was not now 


on the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Harats,] but on that of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuompson,} to strike out the 
words ‘*‘ unless the limitation to 
causes inconvenient boundaries, in which case the 
number may be larger. 


that number 


”” 


Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the amendment, 


| at the request of the gentleman from New York, 


much into detail in this bill. 
that they might safely leave to the marshals them- 
selves the adjustment of all these minor matters. 
The better mode, he thought, would be, to leave 
the provision as it now stood in the bill, (retaining 
the words * unless the limitation to that number 
causes inconvenient boundaries, in which case the 
number may be larger.’’) 


{Mr. Duer,} to allow him to say a word, (and on 
pledge of renewal.) 


Mr. DUER deprecated any attempt to go too 
He thought (he said ) 


Mr. D. then renewed (in accordance with his 


pledge) the amendment of Mr. Tuompson, of 


ennsylvania, to strike out the words last quoted. 
Tellers had been ordered; and Messrs. Fow.er, 


of Massachusetts, and Futier, of Maine, were 
appointed. 


And the question being taken, the affirmative 


vote stood, ayes 29, noes not counted. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, now renewed his 


| motion to strike out * twenty” thousand, and in- 


it gives to each assistant |, 
twenty thousand persons to enumerate, and even 
more than that when such a limitation would give 
‘¢ inconvenient boundaries.” 
of thirty or forty or fifty thousand might be as- 





sert **ten.”? 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


was rejected. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to amend the 


section in the second line, by striking out the 
word ** containing,’’ and inserting the words “ es- 
timated to contain.” 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, expressed 


his assent to such an amendment. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


Mr. HOUSTON moved an amendment-—a mere 


| verbal one, he said—to insert in the eleventh line, 
_ between the words ‘“‘county and parish,’ the 
word ** hundred.”” 


In explanation, he said that the reason for offer- 
ing this amendment was, that in the State which 


| he had the honor to represent, the divisions or 
| subdivisions were not parishes, towns, or wards, 


but hundreds, according to the old subdivisions of 


| Alfred the Great. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, proposed to amend 


| the amendment by adding the word * township.” 
|| The word “ town’’ was already, he said, in the 
section; but that word had a peculiar signification. 


Mr. HOUSTON accepted the modification. 
And the amendment as modified was agreed to. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 


amend the section, in the eighth line, by inseriing 
| the words, “‘ and transmit the same to the Depart- 
| ment of the Interior.” 
r. THOMPSON (interposing) said that a se- |) 
rious objection to the increase of the number of 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


was agreed to. 
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follows: 


and if unable to periorm the duties himeelf, shall appoint 





thoriving him to perform the duties herein assigned to as- 
sixtanta, which commission shall set ferth the boundaries 


made, and the boundaries #0 specified, and the square miles 


true and faithful reeord. 


Committee on the Judiciary, moved to amend the 
section by striking out the words * and the esti 


same,” and also the words * and the square miles 
80 estimated in each subdiveion.”” 


was agreed to. 


Mr. ‘THOMPSON further moved to amend the | 
section, in the second line, by striking out the | 


words ** may, and if unable to perform the duties | : 7 ye 
Ad Pe || structions from the Committee on the Judiciary, 


|| moved to strike out this section, and insert in lieu 
|| thereof the following: 


himeetf.”’ 

There was (Mr. T. said) another provision in 
the till for this object, so it-was proper to strike 
it out here. 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


was agreed to. 


ment, in the ninth line, which was agreed to. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the section in the seventh line, after the word 


number of square miles contained therein,” and 


ee amemaiatia a \| ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, who 
, i} 


subdivision.”’ 
The CHAIRMAN said that the amendment 
was not in order, because the committee had 


already stricken out the words which the gentle- | 
man from Maryland {Mr. Evans] proposed to | 


insert. 


Mr. EVANS. Not exactly. 


The CHAIRMAN said he could see no dis- | 
tinction, and he decided the amendment out of | 


order. 
So the amendment was not received. 


No further amendment was ottered to the sec- | 
| the deputy-marshals should be sworn as that the 
| marshal should be. 


tion. 
The fifth section of the bill was then read, as fol- 
lows: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That ench marshal shall | 
seasonably supply each assistant with the instractions is- | , k 
| fact did look, to a total disability on the part of 
| the marshal to perform the duties of his office. 


sued by the Department of the Iaterior, the blanks provided 


for the enumeration of the population aud the collection of | 
other statistics, and give to him from time to time all such || 


information and directions as may be necessary to enable 
him to discharge his duty; [and when such assistants shall 
have completed their labors, said marshals by whom they 


be supplied; and after such corrections are made, one com- 
plete copy thereof shall be transmitted to the Secretary of 
the Interior, and after the other two copies herein provided 
for are arranged and bound at the expense of the United 
States, when it can be conveniently done, one copy thereof 
nhall be deposited with a court of record in the county 


where the subdivision to whic: it relates is, and the other | 
shall be delivered to the Seeretary of State for the State | 
wher in the marshal’s district is, to be kept among the | 


archives of the State.) 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, under in- | 


structions from the Committee on the Judiciary, || amendment obviated the difficulty by requiring the 


|| deputy marshal to take the same oath as the mar- 
|| shal himself. 


moved to strike out all that portion of the section 
which is in brackets, and insert the following: 


He shall carefully examine whether the returns of each 
assistumé marsh 


bame to be corrected. He 


returns required from the assistant marshals as hereinafter 


shall transmit to the office of the Secretary a 
Territory to which his district belongs. He « 
determine the rate of compensution to be paid to each 
sistant marshal acco 
to the final approval 


#uties, and in case of inubitity or neglect arising from si 
or otherwise, appoint asubstitute.’? 


The question was taken and the amendment was | 


agreed to. 


tion. 
The sixth section of the bill (requiring the mar- 


shal to keep a watchful supervision of his assist- || 


ants, &c., &e ) was read, and, 
On motion by Mr, THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vania, (a like provision, Mr. T. said, having been 





See. 4. And beit further enacted, That each marshal may, || 


the. || amendment, in the words following: 
au assistant for each subdivision, who is a resident therein, || 


ty whom he shall give a commission, under his hand, au- || 


|| like peratties as the marshal. 
| the oath of the marshal herein before stated, shall apply to 


| him, 


| between the marshals and their deputies who — 
| be approved by the Secretary of the Interior. \ 


be made in conformity with the terms || 
of this act, and where discrepancies are detected, require the || 
shalt dispose of the two seis of the | 


, 


| amendment was contained in the bill. 
No further amendment was offered to this sec- 





* 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
The fourth section of the bill was then read, as | made in another part of the bill,) the section was See 


stricken out. 
The seventh section was agreed to, without 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Tuatif any marshal 
shall, by any arrangement or understanding whatever, se- 


| cure 10 himself any fee, reward, or compensation for the 


: f hall j 
of the subdivision, and the estimated number of square || SPORE OS BO MMs 0 ANE" We: S87 NE APC Y 


miles contained in the same, of which appointment so | 


himself any part of the compensation provided by this act 
for the services of assistants, or if he shall kuowiugly ne- 


, : ats | glect or refuse to perform the duties herein assigned to bim 
so estimated in each subdivision, the marshal stall keepa | he shall, in any such case, be deemed guilty of a misde- 
|) meanor, and if convicted in any such case, shall for such 


Mr. THOMPSON, under instructions from the || 


offence fort+it aud pay not less than oue thousand dollars. 
The eighth section of the bill was read, as fol- 


\| lows: 
mated number of square miles contained in the || : ; 
| United States may, for any purposes net inconsistent with 
| the duties of the assistants herein provided for, appoint a 
’ . g || deputy or deputies to act in his behall, but for all official 
The question was taken, and ine amendment | 


Sec. 8. And beit further enacted, (That any marshal of the 


acts of such deputy or deputies, the marshal shall be re- 


|| sponsible: Provided, however, au appointment to collect the 
social statistics shall not be deemed an interference with | 


the duties of the assistants.) 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, under in- 


* Any marshal of the United States may, in case of sick- 


| ness or other disability, appoint a deputy for the spectul pur- 


poses of this uct, subject to the approval of the Secretary of 


|| the Interior, who shail hare all the powers, perform ali the 
Mr. THOMPSON also moved a verbal amend- | 


duties, and be subject to all the penalties of the suid marshal.”? 
Mr. PUTNAM moved to amend by striking out 


|| the whole of the section, and inserting the follow- 
Aion f || Ing as a substitute: 
** subdivision,’’ by inserting the words ‘ and the | 


“That in case of sickness or other inability of the mar- 
shal to perform the duties enjoined upon him by this act, or 
any part thereof, he may appoint a deputy under him, sub- 


may perform the same duties, and shall be subject to the 
The provisions respecting 


his deputy in every particular.’’ 

Mr. PUTNAM said he believed he was correct 
in saying that there was nothing in the bill which 
ee the deputy marshals to be sworn. 

r. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, expressed 
the belief that such a provision was contained in 
a subsequent section. 

Mr. PUTNAM said he thought the gentleman 
was mistaken, and that'there was no such provis- 
ion. He supposed that it was as important that 


He had, therefore, made pro- 
vision in this particular in his amendment. 

The amendment reported from the Committee 
on the Judiciary seemed to look, and in point of 


Now, it might be tecessary and proper that he 
should appoint deputies to perform some of his 


|| duties, to which he would be unable to attend on 
are respectively appointed shall examine the revurns, and || 


cuuse all errors to be corrected, and all omissions, if any, to | 


account of the vast amount of duties devolved upon 
He read the words proposed by the Judi- 
ciary Committee to be inserted, and said it was ev- 


| ident that they provided in the cases to which they 


applied, for an entire transfer to the deputy mar- 
shals of the powers of the marshals. He saw no 
reason why, in cases where duties were devolved 
upon the marshals so onerous that they could not 
be discharged by them, they should not be divided 


Mr. HALL proposed to move an amendment 
to the amendment of the gentleman from New 


| York, [Mr. Purnam,] to strike out therein the 
| words “subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
presided far, as foliows: one set he shuli tranmit forthwith || 
@ the Secretury of the Interior; and the other co y thereof he || 

4 e State or | 
ali classify and || 
as |) 
to the provisions of this act, subject || 
of the Secretary of the Interior. He iI 
shell from time to time muke himse f acquainted with the prog- | 
ress made by each assistunt marshul in the discharge of his | 


the Intenor.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN stated that no further amend- 
ment was now in order, there being now pending 
an amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, suggeated 
that the gentleman from New York couid not 
have theroughly examined the bill; the tenth sec- 


| tion provided that the deputy marshals should be 


sworn, and prescribed the form of the oath; and 
the precise provision of the other part of the 
There was 
no sort of necessity for the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Purnam was rejected. 

The question recucring upon the amendment re- 
ported from the comapiitee. r 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, a 


| verbal amendment te the amendment was agreed 


| marshal were sent to the penitentiary, 



















to, so as (b a transposition of wor 

the ena proposed by the aoe on 
“ He may, in case of s ; : 

subject to he approval r the & Seaman ray » APPOis.t, 

deputy mar hal for the special purposes of this act, ae 

Mr, EVANS, of Maryland, moved an am 
ment to the amendment, to strike out in the end. 
line the words “or other disability,”’ minth 

He said he would like to know from the 
tleman who reported the bill, the meaning of the 
words ‘‘or other disability?” He could very ws 
understand that a marshal in ease of sickness, wel 
to have power to appoint deputies; but jf the 
should he have the power to a for inetanee 

int 
execute his duties? enbiindateitait od 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, saig h 
supposed the question was not a very important 
one. There might be cases in which the marsha! 
might be absent on other official duties, serying 
processes, &c. There would be cases of disabj)i:, 
im which they should be authorized to appoir, 
their deputies. 

Mr. EVANS said, that in such cases there 
would be no disabilityof the marshals. 

He withdrew the amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, renewed jt. 

There was something (said Mr. S.) in the crix. 
icism of the gentleman from Maryland. There 
was a difference in the meaning of the words diy. 
ability and inability. He would suggest to the 
chairman of the a ea Committee whethe; 
inability would not be the better word here? 

The question being taken, the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of the 
committee— 

Mr. MARSHALL moved an amendment to 
strike out the words proposed by the Committee 
on the Judiciary to be inserted. 

He said he saw no necessity for this section, 
What were the duties required by this section of 
the marshals? They were to lay out their re- 
spective districts into subdivisions, to appoint 
their assistants, examine the returns as they came 
in, &c. Now was there a lawyer in this House 
who did not know that what a marshal did bya 
deputy or agent he did by himself? There was no 
necessity to sweara deputy to perform any of 
these particular duties; they might as well require 
the deputy to be sworn every time he returned a 
process. 

He saw no object whatever for the section, ex- 
cept it might be to afford the marshals an oppor- 
tunity to shift his responsibility upon his deputies, 
and open a door for corruption in this matter. He 
held that the marshal was himself responsible, 
under his oath, for the acts of his deputies. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, raised the 
point that the amendment to the amendment was 
not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

The question being taken, the amendment to the 
amendment was rejec'ed. 

Mr. HALL moved to amend the amendment of 
the commitiee, by striking out in the 10th and 
lith lines the words, ‘‘ subject to the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior.” 

Mr. H. said, if it were necessary for the mar- 
shals to appoint deputies, they ought to be able to 
do so.without sending on their appointments to 
Washington to be approved by the Secretary of 
the Interior. He said it took about three weeks 
for a letter to come from some parts of his Stale 
to this city. Of course after it arrived it would 
be some time before the Secretary reached it and 
acted upon it; theanswer would then require three 
weeks to be returned; thus it would consume 
about two months for the marshals in his State 
obtain the approval of the Secretary of the Interior 
to the appointments of their deputies, a delay 
whieh was not necessary. The marshals sh 
have the power to appoint their deputies upon 
their general responsibility, for the proper dis 
charge of their duties. ' , 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said be 
thought the amendment might perhaps be wel 
enough to save time. 

The question was takeh,and the amendment 
the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, (above given,) 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 
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